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Seattle  Beats  Anti-Gay  Referendum  Campaign 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 
SEATTLE— In  what  lesbian  and 
gay  activists  are  calling  a  major 
victory,  a  judge  has  thrown  out  a 
referendum  which  sought  to  repeal 
a  county  equal  employment  law. 
The  ordinance  forbids  discrimina¬ 
tion  on  many  grounds,  including 
sexual  orientation. 

King  County,  which  includes 
Seattle,  passed  the  Fair  Employ¬ 
ment  Ordinance  (FEO)  last 
December  9  (see  GCN,  Vol.  13, 
No.  27).  Concerned  Citizens  for 
King  County  (CCKC),  a  right- 
wing  group  composed  largely  of 
evangelical  Christians,  later  an¬ 
nounced  its  intent  to  repeal  the 
law.  They  filed  41,000  signatures 
calling  for  a  referendum  on  the 
FEO  on  January  25.  The  petitions 
were  certified  ten  days  later,  and 
the  voters  were  to  face  Referen¬ 
dum  No.  7  in  the  September  elec¬ 
tion  (see  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  34).  A 
“yes”  vote  on  the  referendum 
would  repeal  the  FEO. 

Opponents  of  the  referendum  in 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community 
mounted  a  number  of  attacks  on 
the  ballot  measure.  One  group, 
called  the  Litigation  Committee, 
decided  to  mount  a  legal  challenge 
to  the  CCKC  petitions. 

Jerry  DeGrieck,  a  member  of 
the  committee  and  subsequently  a 
plaintiff  in  the  court  challenge, 
leveled  several  charges  against  the 
CCKC  petitions.  He  said  the  peti¬ 
tions  had  a  flap  which  covered  the 
official  ballot  title.  The  flap  itself 
included  inflammatory  language, 
such  as  “Don’t  approve  special 
rights  for  child  molesters.”  Fur¬ 
ther,  he  said,  the  flap  was  not  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  county  government, 
and  the  government  required  that 
the  flap  be  removed  before  the 
petitions  could  be  filed. 

The  Litigation  Committee, 
together  with  members  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Lawyers  Guild,  brought  suit 
against  the  King  County  Admini¬ 
strator  and  Prosecutor  in  mid- 
April,  arguing  that  they  should  not 
have  approved  clearly  fraudulent 


petitions.  Both  the  League  of 
Women  Voters  and  the  Municipal 
League  filed  amicus  briefs  in  the 
case. 

On  May  14,  Judge  Robert  E. 
Dixon  ruled  that  the  petitions  were 
“close  to  fraudulent  documents” 
and  the  referendum  could  not  go 
ahead  as  planned.  In  his  decision, 
he  wrote  that  “The  petition  does 
not  conform  to  the  county  ordi¬ 
nance  that  authorizes  referenda. 
The  document  signed  by  the  voters 
was  not  the  document  filed.  The 
document  approved  by  the  clerk 
was  not  the  document  presented  to 
the  populace.” 

Judge  Dixon  also  stated  that 
although  he  considered  himself  a 
populist,  “I  don’t  really  think  the 
populist  cause  is  served  by  what  is 
at  least  close  to  a  fraudulent 
presentation  of  a  petition  to  the 
electorate  of  King  County.” 

The  judge  stressed  that  he  was 
not  ruling  on  the  merits  of  the 
referendum  itself,  merely  the  peti¬ 
tions  themselves,  and  that  the 
CCKC  was  welcome  to  circulate 
new  petitions. 

The  county  has  not  appealed  the 
court  decision.  CCKC,  which  was 
not  named  as  a  defendant  in  the 
case,  has  not  challenged  the  deci¬ 
sion,  and  in  fact  did  not  file  a  brief 
in  the  case. 

After  the  ruling,  CCKC  repre¬ 
sentatives  announced  that  they  in¬ 
tend  to  mount  an  initiative  cam¬ 
paign  to  repeal  the  section  of  the 
FEO  that  protects  lesbians  and  gay 
men  from  discrimination.  They 
cannot  mount  another  referendum 
campaign,  because  such  a  cam¬ 
paign  must  be  engaged  within  45 
days  after  a  bill  is  signed  into  law. 
A  referendum  would  repeal  or  af¬ 
firm  a  law;  an  initiative  merely 
amends  a  law. 

The  CCKC  has  shown  no  signs 
of  organizing  an  initiative  cam¬ 
paign.  Their  mysteriousness  has 
earned  the  purported  measure  the 
name  “Initiative  X”  in  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community.  They  could 


Saints  Seek 
New  Location 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  After  spending 
nearly  six  months  renovating  a 
building  and  fighting  for  a  li¬ 
quor  and  entertainment  license, 
a  lesbian  interracial  collective 
has  decided  to  look  for  a  new 
location  for  their  business.  The 
Saints,  who  formerly  managed 
a  lesbian  bar  in  Boston,  had 
been  attempting  to  open  a 
women’s  social  and  health  club 
in  Jamaica  Plain,  an  area  of 
Boston  with  a  large  lesbian 
population. 

The  Saints  had  bought  their 
building,  formerly  a  German 
Club  with  a  liquor  license,  in 
December  1985,  assuming  that 
the  license  would  be  transfer¬ 
able  to  their  business. 
However,  following 

neighborhood  opposition,  and 
a  number  of  public  meetings 
organized  by  the  Saints,  the 
Boston  Licensing  Board  refus¬ 
ed  to  transfer  the  license.  Not 
only  did  they  lose  their  bid  for  a 
liquor  license,  they  were  refus¬ 
ed  an  entertainment  license  and 
a  food  and  beverage  license. 

Throughout  the  struggle  for 


the  club,  the  Saints  have  receiv¬ 
ed  overwhelming  support  from 
the  lesbian  community.  Many 
women  donated  money,  time 
and  energy  to  renovate  the 
building,  including  artist  Lizzy 
Brown  who  painted  a  12  foot 
by  25  foot  mural  on  the  walls 
inside.  The  club  was  unique  in 
that  it  would  provide  alcohol- 
free  and  smoke-free  areas. 

“It’s  very  painful  to  leave,” 
said  Sandy  Monroe  of  the  col¬ 
lective.  One  of  the  hardest 
aspects,  said  Monroe,  is  leaving 
behind  all  the  work  and  energy 
put  into  the  building  by  so  many 
women.  “We  plan  to  go  on. 
We  will  get  another  building,” 
she  added. 

The  Saints  are  continuing  to 
fundraise  to  pay  their  mortgage 
until  the  building  is  sold  and  to 
prepare  for  the  purchase  and 
renovation  of  another  building. 
There  will  be  a  fundraising 
dance  at  the  Boston  YWCA  on 
May  31,  from  8  p.m.  to  2  a.m. 
For  more  information  call  (617) 
266-1708. 


not  be  reached  for  comment. 

Currently,  the  FEO  is  law,  and, 
at  least  in  theory  is  being  enforced. 
During  the  referendum  campaign, 
the  law  was  put  on  hold  pending 
the  outcome  of  the  September 
election. 

Also  in  Washington,  Initiative 


490,  a  statewide  measure  which 
would  forbid  lesbian  and  gay  men 
from  working  with  certain  “pro¬ 
tected  classes”  of  people,  such  as 
children,  the  elderly,  and  the 
disabled,  appears  to  have  stalled. 
George  Bakan,  a  gay  activist  and 
the  editor  of  the  Seattle  Gay  News, 


said  there  is  no  evidence  right-wing 
groups  organizing  that  campaign 
are  in  fact  gathering  signatures  to 
put  the  initiative  on  the  November 
ballot.  They  have  until  July  4  to 
gather  signatures. 

—filed  from  Boston 


People  with  AIDS  Honored 
at  70  Vigils  Worldwide 


BOSTON — In  harmony  with  Memorial  Day  AIDS  vigils  around 
the  world,  about  800  people,  mostly  gay  men,  walked  from  the 
Boston  Common  to  Old  South  Church,  forming  a  string  of 
candlelight  down  Boylston  Street.  Boylston  is  one  of  the  major 
commercial  streets  associated  with  the  gay  male  community  here. 

Many  of  the  walkers  joined  in  an  ecumenical  religious  service 
following  the  procession.  Frederick  Wolfe,  a  retired  Episcopal 
Bishop  of  Maine,  spoke  with  empathy  of  honoring  the  feelings  of 
grief,  fear  and  anger  engendered  by  the  AIDS  epidemic.  Organized 
by  the  Pastoral  Concerns  Group  of  the  AIDS  Action  Committee, 
the  service  included  Jewish,  Catholic  and  Protestant  liturgy. 

The  emotional  peak  of  the  service  came  as  John  Pascarelli,  Co¬ 
director  of  the  National  Association  of  People  with  AIDS,  related 
the  death-bed  conversation  he  had  with  a  close  friend  who  recently 
died  from  AIDS.  Many  participants  were  crying  as  Pascarelli 
asked  them  to  put  their  arms  around  their  neighbors’  shoulders 
and  say,  “I  love  you  and  I’ll  always  be  with  you.” 

— Loie  Hayes 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 

SAN  FRANCISCO— People 
gathered  in  nearly  70  cities  this 
Memorial  Day  to  commemorate 
those  who  have  died  from  AIDS 
and  support  those  who  are  living 
through  the  present  health  crisis. 
Organizers  call  the  third  annual 
candelight  memorials  the  largest 
action  around  AIDS  to  date. 

The  memorials  were  coor¬ 
dinated  by  Mobilization  Against 
AIDS,  a  San  Francisco-based  na¬ 
tional  political  action  group.  The 
“candlelight  actions”  initiated  by 
Mobilization  ranged  from 
religious  services,  to  silent  vigils, 
to  marches  followed  by  rallies. 

The  theme  of  this  year’s 
memorial  was  “Still  Fighting  for 
Our  Lives.”  Frank  Richter,  one  of 
the  national  coordinators  of  the 
event,  said,  “We  chose  Memorial 
Day  for  this  because  people  with 
AIDS  are  at  war,  they  are  fighting 
for  their  lives.  People  with  AIDS 
have  displayed  a  lot  of  courage  in 
the  face  of  adversity,  they’ve  been 
in  the  forefront  of  battles  for  ser¬ 
vices  and  funding.” 

Richter  said  that  the  goal  of  the 
memorials  “is  to  show  that  people 
all  over  the  country,  not  just  peo¬ 
ple  in  big  cities,  are  concerned 
about  AIDS,  that  they  are  suppor¬ 
tive  of  people  with  AIDS.  We  want 
to  show  that  the  appropriate 
response  to  disease  is  caring  and 
support,  and  to  put  a  lie  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  that  people  are  to  be  blamed 
for  being  sick,  or  that  they’re 
morally  culpable  for  what’s  hap¬ 
pened  to  them.” 

Nearly  90  cities  planned  to  hold 
some  kind  of  memorial  on  May  26. 
The  cities  included  were  as  far- 
flung  as  Mobile,  Alabama  and 
Honolulu,  Hawaii;  Detroit, 
Michigan  and  Phoenix,  Arizona; 
and  Melbourne,  Australia  and 
Paris,  France. 

Mobilization  reports  that  nearly 
70  cities  were  able  to  follow 
through  with  their  plans.  One 
notable  exception  was  Tokyo, 
which  cancelled  its  plans  due  to 
fear  of  harassment. 

In  San  Francisco,  people 
gathered  at  the  corner  of  Castro 
and  Market  Streets  for  a  march 
and  rally  at  city  hall.  The  march 
was  organized  locally  by  members 
of  People  with  AIDS/San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  Crowd  estimates  ranged 
from  5,000  to  15,000,  with 
Mobilization  estimating  that  there 
were  12,500  people  attending. 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma, 
marked  its  first  memorial  with  an 
all-night  vigil  at  the  Oasis  Com¬ 
munity  Center,  a  focal  point  of  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community  there. 
The  vigil  started  at  8  p.m.  and 
lasted  until  6  a.m.  the  following 
morning.  The  first  hour  and  a  half 
of  the  memorial  was  conducted 
outside  the  center,  with  the  re¬ 
mainder  being  held  inside.  There 


were  about  40  people  in  atten¬ 
dance  at  the  vigil’s  peak  between  8 
p.m.  and  midnight,  and  there  were 
nearly  75  vigilers  in  all. 

New  York  saw  about  500  people 
gather  in  Greenwich  Village’s 
Sheridan  Square.  The  vigil  was 
organized  locally  by  the 
Metropolitan  Community 
Church.  Bill  Bronkhurst,  one  of 
the  organizers,  characterized  the 
hour-and-a-half  •  vigil  as  “very 
general,  rather  than  religious,” 
and  reasoned  that  the  relatively 
low  attendance  was  due  in  part  to 
the  weather. 

Lynchburg,  Virginia,  home  to 
the  Reverend  Jerry  Falwell,  also 
saw  its  first  AIDS  service  on 
Memorial  Day.  Twenty-five  peo¬ 
ple  turned  out  for  a  vigil  at  Monu¬ 
ment  Terrace  in  central  Lynch¬ 
burg,  and  then  proceeded  to  a 
religious  service  at  the  First 
Unitarian  Church.  According  to 
local  organizer  Doug  Deaton,  the 
vigil  and  service  proceeded 
without  incident.  “The  people  in 
Lynchburg  are  so  conservative,” 
said  Deaton,  “that  they  didn’t 
even  show  up  to  protest.” 


Local  CBS  affiliate  WDBJ,  in 
Roanoke,  Virginia,  did  refuse  to 
air  the  nationally  distributed 
Public  Service  Announcement 
(PSA)  urging  people  to  attend  the 
memorial.  Public  affairs  director 
for  the  station,  Kay  Hall,  deemed 
the  PSA,  which  featured  Carol 
Channing,  “too  controversial.” 
In  San  Francisco,  Richter  com¬ 
mented  that  “there’s  nothing  con¬ 
troversial  about  the  idea  that  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  ill  should  be  sup¬ 
ported.”  To  his  knowledge,  no 
other  station  has  refused  to  air  the 
PSA. 

The  first  Memorial  Day  AIDS 
vigils  were  held  by  unrelated 
groups  in  New  York  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  in  1983.  Last  year,  Mobiliza¬ 
tion  took  on  the  organizing  for  the 
first  time,  and  helped  initiate  ac¬ 
tions  in  35  cities. 

Richter  deemed  this  year’s 
memorial  an  unqualified  success. 
“The  number  of  cities  involved 
doubled,  the  level  of  participation 
in  those  cities  was  higher,  whatever 
people  did  was  more  visible,  it  got 
more  media  attention,”  he  said. 

Continued  on  page  10 
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quote  of  the  week 

“They  [the  Meese  Pornography  Commission]  can 
wallow  in  this  stuff  [porn]  for  a  year  without  any  ap¬ 
parent  effect,  but  if  the  average  American  sees  it, 
then  he’s  headed  down  the  road  to  criminality  or  de¬ 
viance.” 

—  Barry  Lynn,  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  at¬ 
torney  claiming  that  the  explicit  nature  of  the  Com¬ 
mission’s  final  report,  based  on  a  year  of  extensive 
research,  disproves  its  own  conclusion  that  porn 
causes  violence.  The  report,  which  contains  detailed 
descriptions  of  pornographic  flicks,  photographs, 
and  books,  as  well  as  a  national  bibliography,  will 
become  one  of  the  ‘‘hottest  selling”  government 
documents  around,  said  Lynn,  Boston  Globe,  May  27. 


yale  includes  sexual  orientation  in 
equal  opportunity  statement 

NEW  HAVEN,  CT  —  Trustees  of  Yale  University 
voted  last  month  to  include  sexual  orientation  among 
the  categories  protected  from  discrimination  “in  ad¬ 
missions,  educational  programs,  or  employment.”  In 
1981,  Yale  amended  the  equal  opportunity  statement 
to  forbid  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  “an 
individual’s  attitudes  on  a  variety  of  matters  that  are 
essentially  personal  in  nature.”  A  group  of  five  stu¬ 
dents  met  with  Yale  trustees  in  March  of  this  year  to 
urge  them  to  explicitly  include  sexual  preference  in 
the  statement. 

While  the  new  wording  will  not  end  “intolerance” 
at  Yale,  Patrick  Santana,  one  of  the  five  students  who 
met  with  the  trustees,  said  it  may  give  pause  to  those 
who  would  otherwise  discriminate.  “This  isn’t  going 
to  change  anyone’s  attitudes,  but  it  may  affect  their 
behavior,”  he  said. 

President  of  Yale,  A.  Bartlett  Giamatti,  an¬ 
nounced  the  new  statement,  saying  equal  opportu¬ 
nity  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  would  be  enforced  “in 
the  interests  of  fairness,  tolerance,  even-handedness 
[and]  freedom  from  coercion.” 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


500  dems  sign  anti-foster 
policy  statement 

SPRINGFIELD,  MA  —  Over  500  delegates  to  the 
state  Democratic  convention,  representing  over  ten 
percent  of  the  total  assembled,  signed  a  letter  oppos¬ 
ing  the  state's  official  foster  care  policy  promoted  by 
the  highest  ranking  Democratic  state  official,  Gov. 
Michael  Dukakis.  The  May  16-17  convention  coincid¬ 
ed  with  activities  marking  the  foster  care  policy's  one- 
year  anniversary  in  Boston. 

The  letters  will  be  individually  mailed  to  Dukakis  in 
the  next  few  weeks,  according  to  Ray  Gottwald,  a 
member  of  the  Bay  State  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Democratic  Club.  Accompanying  the  letter  were 
statements  of  opposition  to  the  policy  from  four  can¬ 
didates  vying  for  the  convention  delegates’  support— 
Evelyn  Murphy  and  Gerald  D’Amico,  who  are  running 
for  lieutenant  governor,  and  James  Shannon  and  Jo 
Ann  Shotwell,  candidates  for  attorney 
general.  In  addition,  outgoing  Attorney  General  Fran¬ 
cis  Bellotti  and  U.S.  Rep.  Barney  Frank  provided 
quotes  critical  of  the  policy. 

Gottwald  characterized  gay  and  lesbian  presence 
at  the  convention  as  “educational. ..with  a  low-keyed 
visibility”  in  contrast  to  last  year’s  convention.  At  the 
1985  convention,  activists  lobbied  heavily  —  but  un¬ 
successfully  —  to  guarantee  that  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  would  be  included  among  the  various  outreach 
groups.  , 

—  Gordon  Gottlieb 


bitten  deputy  charges 
attempted  murder 

FORT  LAUDERDALE,  FL  —  A  prisoner  with  AIDS 
has  been  charged  with  attempted  murder  after  of¬ 
ficials  said  he  bit  a  sheriff’s  deputy  on  the  finger,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Boston  Globe.  Deputies  at  the  Broward 
County  Jail  said  Kelly  Dobbins,  26,  threatened  and 
then  bit  deputy  Harold  Bennet  on  May  23. 

There  are  no  known  cases  of  persons  contracting 
AIDS  by  being  bitten. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


bathhouses  facing  shutdowns, 
renewed  pressure 

ATLANTA  —  Gay  male  bathhouses  in  at  least  two 
states  continue  to  be  targeted  by  state  officials 
ostensibly  trying  to  curtail  the  spread  of  AIDS. 
However,  AIDS  activists  cite  politics  rather  than 
public  health  concerns  as  the  motivation.  In  Georgia, 
legislation  that  describes  bathhouses  as  “harmful  to 
the  public  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  the  citizens  of 
the  state,”  and  forbids  their  operation,  was  signed  in¬ 
to  law  April  9  by  Gov.  Joe  Frank  Harris.  The  Advocate 
quotes  Ken  South,  executive  director  of  Aid  Atlanta, 
as  saying,  “This  was  a  public  relations  muscle-flexing 
bill  so  that  the  legislature  could  say,  ‘We  did 
something  about  AIDS.’  ”  Existing  laws  already  cover 
the  prohibitions  just  enacted,  South  said. 

Meanwhile,  the  New  York  Native  reports  that  six 
Los  Angeles  bathhouses  were  issued  orders  to  com¬ 
ply  with  Los  Angeles  County  Department  of  Health 
Services  Regulations.  The  regulations  require 
bathhouses  to  employ  a  “monitor”  for  every  20 
patrons  to  observe  patrons  and  expel  anyone  engag¬ 
ing  in  "high-risk”  sexual  activity.  “High-risk”  is  defin¬ 
ed  as  anal  intercourse  or  oral-genital/oral-anal  con¬ 
tact,  whether  or  not  condoms  are  worn. 

Bathhouse  owners  said  the  notices  did  not  list 
what  or  when  alleged  activities  occurred,  and  raise 
the  possibility  of  undercover  investigators  being  us¬ 
ed. 

“Let’s  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  what’s  going 
on  in  all  this  doesn’t  have  a  whole  lot  to  do  with  health 
or  science  or  medecine,”  said  Jerry  Goulet,  owner  of  a 
bathhouse  not  cited  by  the  health  services  depart¬ 
ment.  "It  has  to  do  with  political  expediency.  It  has  to 
do  with  homophobia  from  politicians  who  are  telling 
their  underlings  to  do  something  about  gays.  It’s 
homophobia  in  a  new  dress.” 

—  Gordon  Gottlieb 


news  notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  poggi 


Homophobia  in  What’s  Left  of  the  Left 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 
BOSTON  —  On  the  same  night 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense 
Committee  (GLDC)  held  a  forum 
for  homophobia  in  progressive 
movements.  Mobilization  for  Sur- 

News  Commentary 


vival  (MOBE)  held  a  talk  on  the 
bombing  of  Libya.  MOBE  had 
received  the  GLDC  flyer  before 
scheduling  the  Libya  talk,  and 
more  significantly,  had  even 
helped  organize  the  first  GLDC 
actions  against  the  state  foster 
policy  over  a  year  ago.  But  as 
Marla  Erlien,  a  lesbian  activist 
with  both  the  GLDC  and  MOBE 
explained,  “It  just  didn’t  sink  in.” 

The  days  may  be  gone  when  pro¬ 
gressive  organizations  tell  queers 
we’re  not  evolved  enough  to  really 
be  communists  or  refuse  to  allow 
us  to  carry  gay/lesbian  banners  in 
their  marches,  but  homophobia  is 
still  alive  and  kicking  in  the  anti-' 
intervention  groups,  the  reproduc¬ 
tive  rights  movement,  labor 
unions,  tenant  groups,  socialist 
groups — you  name  it. 

Of  course,  as  a  Black  lesbian  at¬ 
tending  the  May  9  GLDC  event 
suggested,  the  scarcity  of  other  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  of  color  at  the 
forum  points  to  the  gay  move¬ 
ment’s  own  problems.  The  year- 
old  GLDC  has  actually  been  far 
more  successful  at  coalition¬ 
building  with  communities  of  col¬ 
or  than  most  gay/lesbian  groups. 
But  as  scheduled  speaker  Shelley 
Mains  stressed,  our  movement 
must  continue  to  seriously  ex¬ 
amine  its  politics  of  race  and  class. 
We  must  not,  she  said,  reduce 
valid  criticism  of  our  work  to 
homophobia. 

But  certainly  there  is  plenty  of 
dyed-in-the-wool  queer-hatred  to 
keep  us  busy.  Mains,  an  activist 
with  the  GLDC,  told  the  approx¬ 
imately  100  people  assembled  in 
the  UMass. -Boston  lounge — most¬ 
ly  lesbians,  with  some  gay  men  and 
a  few  straight  activists — that  the 
forum  had  been  sparked  by  GLDC 
dissatisfaction  with  straight  pro¬ 


gressive  participation  in  the  fight 
against  the  state’s  foster  care 
policy.  The  policy  discriminates 
against  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
single  parents,  and  women  who 
work  outside  the  home.  However, 
“It’s  not  a  ‘we/they’  situation,” 
she  said,  because  lesbians  in  par¬ 
ticular  are  extremely  active  in  the 
gamut  of  progressive  movements. 
“Our  issues  are  their  issues.” 

Joining  Mains  in  cataloging  the 
forms  homophobia  takes  in  pro¬ 
gressive  organizations  was  Tess 
Ewing,  a  lesbian  active  in  the 
Boston  school  bus  drivers  union. 
Ewing  said  that  unlike  in  the  ’70s, 
she  no  longer  saw  the  most  blatant 
manifestations  of  homophobia  in 
progressive  groups.  “In  the  ’70s 
there  were  a  lot  of  groups,  what  I 
consider  the  religious  Left — par¬ 
ticularly  the  Marxixt-Leninist 
movement  that  gets  knowledge 
down  from  on  high  and  doesn’t 
have  to  think  for  itself — that  ex¬ 
cluded  gays  altogether.”  Asking 
the  audience  to  “honk  if  you’ve 
had  that  one  too,”  Ewing  said  it’s 
far  more  common  these  days  to 
hear  that  “Queers  are  fine,  but 
we’re  not  oppressed,”  that 
“Queers  are  just  like  everybody 
else  so  there’s  no  problem,”  or 
that  homophobia  isn’t  “a  serious 
problem,  it  can  be  put  off  until 
after  the  revolution.”  “Most  com¬ 
mon,”  she  said,  is  to  experience 
“invisibility.” 

Noting  that  women  share  the 
charge  with  gay  people  that  our 
issues  are  “not  serious,”  Ewing 
gave  an  example  of  trying  to  in¬ 
clude  abortion  rights  and  gay 
rights  as  a  member  of  a  U.S. 
delegation  to  an  international  con¬ 
ference  in  Nicaragua.  “We  fought 
and  fought  for  days  and  we  almost 
had  it  [abortion  rights,  gay  rights] 
in  when  someone  comes  in  to  give 
us  this  whole  harangue  about  how 
‘In  there  in  that  room  are  people 
from  all  over  the  world. .  .people 
at  war  with  each  other. .  .they’re 
putting  it  all  aside  to  support 
Nicaragua.’  So  hey,  what  could  we 
do?  We  saw  we  were  completely 


wrong.  We  had  to  take  all  that 
stuff  out.” 

Echoing  the  same  theme,  Mains 
said  she  has  heard  statements  to 
the  effect,  “Homophobia  won’t 
destroy  the  world,  the  arms  race 
will.”  She  added  that  lesbian/gay 
concerns  are  sometimes  regarded 
as  “frivolous  lifestyle  issues  as  op¬ 
posed  to  heavy  political  issues.” 
The  trivilization  of  our  issues,  con¬ 
tinued  Mains,  contributes  to  inter¬ 
nalized  homophobia,  which  in 
turn  reinforces  our  invisibility.  She 
recounted  a  recent  experience  of 
joining  a  class  offered  by  MOBE 
on  the  Middle  East,  a  class  that  in¬ 
cludes  a  number  of  lesbians.  Par¬ 
ticipants  were  asked  to  describe 
other  political  work  in  introducing 
themselves,  but  none  of  the  les¬ 
bians  mentioned  gay/lesbian 
work,  including  Mains.  “Even 
though  I  was  working  on  this 
forum  at  the  same  time,  part  of  me 
felt  [this]  work  was  irrelevant  and 


even  silly  to  mention  in  the  context 
of  Middle  East  work.” 

A  lesbian  in  the  audience  who  is 
a  member  of  the  Disabled  People’s 
Liberation  Front  offered  her  own 
experience  of  invisibility,  saying 
gay  disabled  activists  suffer  a  dou¬ 
ble  dose.  “You  don’t  exist  because 
you’re  gay.  You  don’t  exist  be¬ 
cause  you’re  disabled.  You  really 
don’t  exist.” 

Mains  asserted  that  even  when 
queers  feel  safe  enough  to  be  out  in 
an  organization,  even  when  they 
are  very  visible,  “the  politics  of 
homophobia  often  go  unchal¬ 
lenged  ....  We  can  be  the  token  or 
conscience  of  the  group,  but  we 
don’t  actually  challenge  them  to 
take  up  their  own  work  against 
homophobia.”  She  said  this 
means  ‘‘[heterosexual  pro¬ 
gressives]  bypass  a  radical  political 


analysis.”  “The  heterosexist  in¬ 
stitutions,  such  as  the  nuclear 
family,  are  set  up  to  model  and 
legitimize  relationships  of 
power. .  .which  inform  all  kinds 
of  exploitation  from  union  busting 
to  U.S.  domination  in  the  Third 
World. ...Heterosexuality  itself  is 

promoted  and  marketed  to  sup¬ 
port  an  economic  system  based  on 
exploitation.”  She  said  that  while 
heterosexist  institutions  reinforce 
social  norms  and  values,  “our  very 
existence  challenges  them,”  and 
that  gay  and  lesbian  communities 
and  networks  offer  new  models 
for  relationships  not  based  on  ex¬ 
ploitation. 

While  progressive  groups  not 
working  specifically  on  gay/les¬ 
bian  issues  can’t  be  expected  to 
catapult  homophobia  to  the  top  of 
their  agendas,  the  way  they  take  up 
their  own  issues  must  also  be  ex¬ 
amined,  said  Mains.  In  the  most 
lively  portion  of  the  discussion 


after  the  speakers’  presentations, 
several  audience  members  cited  the 
strategy  pursued  by  the  coalition 
organized  to  defeat  this  fall’s  anti¬ 
abortion  referendum  as  a  prime 
example  of  homophobic  organiz¬ 
ing. 

The  Coalition  for  Choice  held  a 
January  22  event  in  commemora¬ 
tion  of  the  1973  Supreme  Court 
decision  legalizing  abortion— to 
which  they  invited  Gov.  Michael 
Dukakis,  promoter  of  the  state’s 
anti-gay  foster  care  policy.  After 
fruitless  discussions  with  the 
Coalition,  aimed  at  removing 
Dukakis  from  the  program  or  ad¬ 
ding  a  speaker  on  the  foster  care 
policy,  GLDC  members  demon¬ 
strated  inside  the  event  by  passing 
out  leaflets  and  by  standing  and 
turning  their  backs  when  the 
Governor  delivered  his  speech. 


(See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  Nos.  29  and 
43.)  One  audience  member  noted 
that  in  this  case,  “GLDC  wasn’t 
looking  for  a  multi-issue  cam¬ 
paign,  just  for  a  campaign  that 
wasn’t  homophobic.” 

Another  audience  member  sug¬ 
gested  that  since  the  Coalition  for 
Choice  was  made  up  of  liberal 
organizations  such  as-  Planned 
Parenthood  and  the  Civil  Liberties 
Union  of  Massachusetts,  we  could 
not  expect  them  to  run  a  non¬ 
homophobic  campaign.  But  an¬ 
other  participant,  citing  the  cur¬ 
rent  politically  conservative 
climate,  asserted  that  progressives 
often  have  no  choice  but  to  work 
with  the  so-called  liberals, 
especially  when  working  on  issues 
the  Left  is  not  addressing.  She  con¬ 
cluded,  “The  liberals  aren’t  even 
liberal  anymore.... Progressives 
have  to  create  liberalism  so  they 
can  scram  to  the  left  side  of  it.” 

Audience  members  also  noted 


that  increasing  repression  often 
serves  to  pit  groups  and  issues 
against  each  other.  One  partici¬ 
pant  in  the  GLDC  protest  of  the 
Coalition  for  Choice  event  said 
even  people  with  ‘‘radical” 
politics  told  her  they  felt  the  Coali¬ 
tion  could  not  afford  to  alienate 
Dukakis  if  they  wanted  to  defeat 
the  referendum. 

Another  audience  member 
described  a  similar  situation  when 
organizing  against  housing  and 
displacement  pressures  in  Rox- 
bury.  He  said  some  residents  with 
whom  he  was  working  had  heard 
rumors  that  a  teen  pregnancy 
center  slated  to  open  in  the  area 
was  in  reality  an  abortion  clinic.  “I 
found  myself  saying,  ‘No,  no, 
nothing  so  awful  as  that’  and  I 
thought,  ‘What  am  I  saying?’  ” 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


“ Straight  progressives  may  no  longer  tell  us  we’re 
not  evolved  enough  to  be  communists,  but 
homophobia  is  still  alive  and  kicking  in  the  Left .  ” 
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PWAs,  PWARCs  Organize  for  Their  Lives 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON — As  doctors,  researchers,  the  media  and 
human  service  providers  define,  debate  and  control  AIDS- 
related  issues,  groups  of  persons  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  and 
persons  with  AIDS  Related  Complex  (PWARCs)  are 
.demanding  control  of  their  lives.  The  National  Association 
of  People  With  AIDS(NAPWA)  was  formed  in  March  of 
this  year  as  a  national  network  of  PWAs  and  PWARCs. 
NAPWA  inspired  Boston-PWA,  a  newly-formed  group 
struggling  to  develop  a  grassroots  support  system  for  PWAs 
and  PWARCs — in  a  manner  which,  above  all,  asserts,  “We 
are  not  victims.” 

GCN  interviewed  three  gay  men  active  in  organizing 
Boston-PWA.  1  ney  talked  about  their  political  goals,  their 
hopes  for  the  future,  and  the  need  for  independent 
organizations  of  PWAs  and  PWARCs. 

An  end  to  victimization 

“Traditionally,  PWAs  and  PWARCs  have  been  very  pur¬ 
posely  separated  from  decision-making  roles,”  said  Seth 
Newman,  who  has  AIDS.  “We  are  a  client  base  and. .  .it’s  a 
standard  [provider-]client  relationship.” 

Michael  Allen,  who  has  ARC,  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
Boston-PWA.  Listening  to  Newman,  he  added,  “The  word 
that  keeps  coming  up  is  empowerment.  Instead  of  just  tak¬ 
ing  a  ride  in  the  back  seat  and  watching  things  happen,  [we 
want]  to  be  more  active.  We’re  not  victims.  That’s  an  asser¬ 
tion  that  we’re  not  dying,  we’re  living  with  this  disease.” 

“It  [AIDS]  isn’t  all  fear  and  depression,”  said  Alan 
Kuconis,  a  PWA  who  is  a  member  of  both  the  Boston  group 
and  of  NAPWA.  “Just  like  the  Chinese  symbol  for  crisis  is 
the  same  for  opportunity,  there  are  a  lot  of  opportunities 
[for  a  PWA].  You  have  to  look  to  see  some  of  these.” 

One  mechanism  for  empowerment  that  the  thne  n  n 
consider  crucial  is  exchange  of  information.  “We  don’t 
want  to  fall  into  the  definition  that  the  doctors  and  the 
Center  for  Disease  Control  are  falling  into  with  this 
thing — that  we’re  going  to  die  from  this,”  said  Allen.  “We 
want  to  pull  together  and  say  look — he’s  been  alive  for  four 
years  and  he’s  doing  vitamin  C  and  acupuncture.  A  lot  of 
people  don’t  know  about  others  [who  are  surviving].  About 
a  doctor  who’s  sick  with  [AIDS]  who’s  been  alive  for  three 
and  one-half  years.  He  works  60  hours  a  week,  he  looks 
great  and  he’s  doing  megadoses  of  vitamin  C.  They  don’t 
know  about  me  doing  vitamin  C  and  herbs.  They  don’t 
know  about  him  [Newman].” 

Allen  continued,  “It’s  important  to  note  that  this  is  a 
society  very  much  into  scientism — the  religion.  The  doctors 
are  the  ones  who  collect  the  statistics  and  define  reality  for 
us.  But  they  don’t  have  the  statistics  about  who’s  doing 
good  with  vitamin  C  or  herbs  or  anything  like  that.  I  think  as 
a  group  we  can  pull  in  that  information  and  also  educate 
doctors.  The  frightening  fact  is  that  doctors  don’t  know  shit 
right  now.  Boston’s  probably  the  best  place  to  be  in  the 
country  besides  San  Francisco  for  getting  the  latest  techni¬ 
ques  for  dealing  with  this  illness  but  [the  doctors]  don’t 
know  anything.  You  ask,  ‘What  can  I  eat?’  or  ‘Is  there  a 
yeast  reduction  diet  I  can  go  on?’  and  they  say,  ‘I  don’t 
know.’  ” 

“My  doctors  said,  ‘You  should  be  dead,’  ”  added 
Newman.  “Thanks  a  lot.” 

Newman,  Allen  and  Kuconis  also  see  a  need  to  educate 
and  give  feedback  to  service  organizations  such  as  the  AIDS 
Action  Committee  (AAC).  AAC  is  funding  Boston-PWA 
with  approximately  $20,000  in  grants.  Describing  the 
group’s  relationship  to  the  AAC,  Allen  said,  “We’re  a 
separate  independent  organization  that  simultaneously 
works  as  a  subcommittee  to  the  AAC.  Allen  elaborated, 
“It’s  a  realization  lately  that’s  been  growing  that,  ‘Yeah,  to 
work  more  effectively  we  [AAC]  have  to  get  feedback  from 
our  clients’  We’re  not  going  to  be  just  an  extension  of  AAC, 
but  a  large  part  of  our  function  will  be  to  plug  people  in.” 

“Many  people  who  will  be  members  of  [Boston-PWA] 
are  not  clients  of  the  AAC,”  said  Newman.  “That’s  the  best 


possible  case.  For  whatever  reasons,  a  lot  of  people  don’t 
want  any  part  of  the  AAC.” 

“A  lot  of  staff  people  on  AAC  are  doing  good  work,”  ex¬ 
plained  Allen.  “[But]  if  you  first  get  diagnosed  with  this 
disease  and  you  go  to  the  AAC  and  say  you  need  help,  you 
become  a  client.  The  first  thing  they  do  is  give  you  a  packet 
and  in  the  packet  is  a  booklet,  ‘How  to  Live  With  AIDS’  or 
‘Living  With  This  Disease’  and  there  is  all  kinds  of  informa¬ 
tion  and  it’s  all  negative  and  it  says  you’re  going  to  die.  We 
would  rather  have  the  Committee  get  four  or  five  people 
with  the  disease  who  are  feeling  good  and  look  good  visit  the 
new  client  and  say,  ‘Hi,  we  have  the  disease  and  there’s  a  lot 
of  hope.’  ” 

Newman  continued,  “When  I  first  came  to  AAC  I  said, 
‘Listen,  I’m  a  trained  social  worker.  If  someone  has  the  need 
to  talk  to  somebody  who  just  feels  the  need  to  unburden, 
they’re  welcome  to  talk  to  me.’  I  never  got  a  single  phone 
call  or  a  single  referral  from  the  AAC.  AAC  is  not  singular 
in  this  misconception,  but  they  would  keep  AIDS  patients 
apart.  It’s  a  typical  agency  response — ‘We  will  care  for  you, 
we  \yill  help  you  die.’  It’s  a  lot  easier  to  help  a  person  die 
than  it  is  to  help  a  person  live.” 

“I  was  told  through  various  intake  procedures  [at  AAC] 
when  I  was  diagnosed,  ‘Leave  your  job  right  away.’  I  said, 
‘Well,  what  am  I  supposed  to  do  if  I’m  not  working?  And 
what  about  money?  Who’s  going  to  take  care  of  me?’  They 
said,  ‘We  will.’  But  I  want  to  take  care  of  myself.” 

Kuconis  concurred  that  PWAs  and  PWARCs  need  to  be 
as  independent  as  possible:  “It’s  important  to  have  a  sense 
of  hope.  Not  a  hallucination,  not  denial.  In  Washington  [at 
the  first  NAPWA  meeting]  we  met  30-40  people  [with  AIDS 
and  ARC]  who  have  been  living  two,  three,  four,  five  years 
[since  their  diagnosis].”  Stressing  the  point  that  living  with 
hope  does  not  equal  denial,  Kuconis  added,  “What 
guarantee  does  anyone  have  where  they’re  going  to  be  in  five 
years?” 

A  Politic  of  AIDS/ARC 

“You  can’t  [separate]  this  disease  from  its  political  con¬ 
text,”  said  Allen.  “Politics  will  be  an  integral  part  of 
whatever  we  do.  A  PWA  group  has  potential  politically  to 
mobilize.” 

For  example,  an  organized  group  of  PWAs  could  possibly 
have  prevented  Channel  2  from  airing  a  documentary  which 
portrayed  a  Black  PWA  as  a  prostitute  endangering  the  lives 
of  others,  said  Allen.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  37).  The  show 
has  been  charged  with  being  racist  and  detrimental  to  AIDS 
education.  In  the  future,  said  Allen,  “We  could  contact  key 
people  at  the  Globe,  the  Herald,  at  Channel  2,  establish  a 
relationship  with  them  instead  of  being  totally  reactive  and 
waiting  till  the  story  comes  out  and  then  picketing.” 

“Outreach  falls  under  politics  too,”  added  Allen.  “We 
want  to  emphasize  that  this  is  not  a  gay  disease,  not  an  IV- 
drug  user’s  disease,  not  a  prostitute’s  disease,  but  a  human 
being’s  disease.  The  AAC,  because  it’s  mostly  gay  folks, 
because  the  [white]  gay  community  had  the  resources  to  pull 
together  and  mobilize,  has  become  mostly  a  white  gay 
organization.  They’re  trying  to  outreach  different  groups. 
[Boston-PWA]  also  wants  to  reach  out  to  women  and 
children  and  IV  drug  users  and  Haitians  and  let  them  know 
that  we  can  help  them  plug  into  various  services.  This 
disease  is  a  social  experiment  for  the  gay  community  and  it’s 
a  test.  Is  the  gay  community  going  to  remain  isolated  and  ex¬ 
clusive  or  is  it  going  to  reach  out,  for  it  is  the  only  group  af¬ 
fected  by  [AIDS]  so  far  who  has  the  resources  to  mobilize.” 

While  contracting  AIDS  has  made  some  people  more 
politically  active,  “someone  diagnosed  with  AIDS  doesn’t 
have  to  be  obligated  to  become  a  political  animal  or  an  ex¬ 
pert  [on  AIDS],”  said  Kuconis.  Noting  he  was  not  overtly 
political  before  being  diagnosed  with  AIDS  approximately  a 
year  ago,  he  said,  “I  feel  I’m  going  through  a  growing  and 
learning  process.”  Newman,  on  the  other  hand,  comes  from 
a  grassroots  organizing  perspective,  having  “lived  and 


NAPWA 

WASHINGTON,  DC— The  National  Association 
for  People  With  AIDS  (NAPWA)  was  formed  in 
March  of  this  year  by  approximately  40  persons  with 
AIDS  (PWAs)  and  persons  with  AIDS-Related  Com¬ 
plex  (PWARCs)  at  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Con¬ 
ference  here.  The  Association’s  executive  committee, 
which  is  working  on  developing  a  statement  of  pur¬ 
pose,  is  made  up  of  people  from  eight  states,  in¬ 
cluding  California,  Texas,  Massachusetts  and  Indiana. 
The  organization  is  primarily  white  gay  men  with  the 
exception  of  one  straight  woman  and  two  gay  men  of 
color. 

Bobby  Reynolds,  a  San  Francisco  resident  and  one 
of  the  committee’s  co-chairs,  told  GCN  the  concept 
of  a  national  network  for  PWAs  surfaced  in  1984, 
also  at  the  National  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Con¬ 
ference. 

Reynolds  sees  the  current  organization  as  an  ad¬ 
vocate  for  PWAs  in  “an  adverse  political  climate,” 
addressing  issues  of  “quarantine,  tattooing  and  man¬ 
datory  HTLV-III  testing.”  NAPWA  can  also  be, 
hopes  Reynolds,  an  advocate  for  PWAs  by  encourag¬ 
ing  the  formation  of  local  PWA  organizations.  “The 
more  PWA  organizations  there  are,  the  stronger  voice 
we’re  going  to  be  able  to  speak  with,”  said  Reynolds. 

David  Summers  of  New  York  City,  also  a  co-chair 
of  the  executive  committee,  said  he  envisions  NAP¬ 
WA  as  an  educational  tool.  Already  formed,  said 
Summers,  is  a  national  speakers’  bureau  with  a  list  of 
people  willing  to  talk  to  the  media.  “We  need  to  con¬ 
vince  the  media  that  we’re  not  victims.  The  image  of 
victims  is  helpless  and  passive.  Most  of  us  in  this 
organization  are  anything  but.” 

Organizing  a  national  organization  of  PWAs 
presents  unique  problems,  according  to  committee 
member  Alan  Kukonis.  “Most  people’s  hearts  are  in 
their  local  areas.  We’re  not  sure  when  we’re  going  to 
get  together  [as  a]  national  association.  We’re  looking 
at  priorities.  Local  [concerns]  may  be  more  [pressing]." 
In  addition,  said  Kukonis,  the  organization  must  deal 
“with  the  reality  that  illness  and  dying  are  part  of  be¬ 
ing  people  with  AIDS.”  A  number  of  people  that 
were  elected  to  the  board  in  March  have  since  died,  he 
said. 

Despite  these  difficulties,  Kukonis  forsees  that  the 
group  can  succeed  in  giving  a  sense  of  connectedness 
[to  PWAs  and  PWARCs]  across  the  nation  and  the 
world.  “It’s  especially  important  in  areas  that  are  not 
large  and  metropolitan.  NAPWA  would  give  people 
'  in  the  boonies  access  to  support  and  information.” 

—filed  from  Boston  by  Kim  Westheimer 


worked  with  Caesar  Chavez  for  a  summer.” 

PWAs  are  often  consumed  with  maintaining  their  health, 
making  it  difficult  for  them  to  analyze  the  politics  of  AIDS, 
said  Allen.  “Some  people  who  have  this  illness  want  to  deal 
with  what’s  making  them  sick — the  virus.  They  don’t  want 
to  look  at  the  ramifications  that  possibly  this  illness  was  in¬ 
duced  by  the  CIA.  You  can’t  deal  with  that  information 
because  you’re  sick.” 

Organizational  Structure 

Kuconis,  Allen  and  Newman  agree  Boston-PWA’s  first 
meeting,  held  on  April  7  and  attended  by  22  people,  was  too 
politically  oriented  for  many  participants.  “We  want  as 
many  people  as  possible  to  come  forward  to  let  us  know 

Continued  on  page  10 


Geno  Lipsky 


BOSTON  —  On  March  28, 
1986,  Geno  Lipsky,  a  member 
of  the  local  gay  community, 
died  at  Youville  Hospital  in 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts. 
Geno  was  35;  he  had  been 
diagnosed  with  AIDS  29  months 
earlier.  He  leaves  his  mother, 
Betty  Lipsky;  two  sisters,  Susan 
and  Rosalie;  a  niece,  Nina;  and 
many  friends. 

Geno  grew  up  in  Troy,  N.Y. 
After  receiving  a  Masters  in 
Counseling  Psychology  from 
Antioch,  he  worked  on  an  inpa¬ 
tient  psychiatric  unit  at  Central 
Hospital  in  Somerville, 
Massachusetts.  He  later  work¬ 
ed  at  Nazareth,  a  residential 
treatment  center  for  emtionally 
disturbed  children.  He  then 
discovered  a  new  interest  in 
computers  and  went  back  to 
school.  He  was  working  as  a 
computer  programmer  for 
John  Hancock  when  he  learned 
he  had  AIDS. 

Geno  faced  AIDS  with 
courage,  insight,  and  op¬ 
timism.  He  participated  in 
some  of  the  first  trials  of  in¬ 


terferon  and  interleukin.  His 
energy  and  outlook  were  so 
positive  in  his  first  year  with 
AIDS  that  many  of  his  friends 
began  to  feel  that  this  disease 
could  be  outlived.  Although  he 
had  not  been  an  activist  before, 
Geno  joined  an  AIDS  support 
group  and  became  very  involv¬ 
ed  in  the  Boston  AIDS  Action 
Committee  (AAC).  He  ap¬ 
peared  at  workshops  to  speak 
about  his  experiences  as  a  per¬ 
son  with  AIDS  and  lobbied  at 
the  State  House  for  AIDS  fun¬ 
ding.  His  involvement  in  the 
AAC  also  included  reaching 
out  to  others  with  AIDS, 
visiting  them  and  providing 
support. 

But  Geno  will  be  best 
remembered  as  someone  who 
knew  how  to  leave  his  work 
behind  him  and  have  a  good 
time;  who  loved  60s  music;  who 
could  dance  and  enjoy  himself; 
and  who,  most  of  all,  was  a 
warm  and  supportive  friend  to 
many  in  the  lesbian  as  well  as 
gay  community.  We  miss  him. 


‘Jimmy  Mack’  McIntyre 


BOSTON — On  May  18,  friends 
and  family  of  James  McIntyre, 
better  known  as  Jimmy  Mack, 
gathered  at  Emmanuel  Church  to 
remember  a  gay  man  who  faced 
life  with  AIDS  with  extraordinary 
courage.  Known  locally  as  music 


director  of  WBCN  and  as  an  activ¬ 
ist  with  the  AIDS  Action  Commit¬ 
tee  (AAC),  Jimmy  died  of  pneu- 
mocystis  carinii  pneumonia  on 
May  6.  He  was  25. 

Friends  who  knew  Jimmy  in 
grammar  school,  or  worked  with 
him  in  the  music  business  or  in 
AIDS  organizations  describe  him 
as  a  gentle  person  “who  pushed 
like  hell”  for  the  things  he  believed 
in.  Childhood  friend  Jonathan 
Adolph  in  the  Sudbury  Town  Crier 
recalled  the  mimeographed  news¬ 
paper  Jimmy  started  in  the  third 
grade,  “filled  with  stories  about 
the  Vietnam  War....”  His  mother, 
Paula  Martin  of  Boston,  notes 
with  pride  that  Jimmy  Mack  was 
rarely  afraid  of  pursuing  his 
dreams,  whether  or  not  they  were 
conventional.  He  dropped  out  of 
high  school  to  work  at  WBCN  and 
as  a  music  promoter,  she  said, 
“because  he  knew  what  he  wanted 
to  do  and  he  didn’t  like  all  the 
structure.”  Disc  jockeys  note  he 
was  promoting  Blondie,  the  Talk¬ 
ing  Heads  and  the  Sex  Pistols 
when  the  groups  were  all  but 
unknown. 

In  Jimmy’s  last  year,  he  was 


elected  to  the  board  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  People  with 
AIDS,  and  worked  with  the  na¬ 
tional  AIDS  Action  Council  as 
well  as  the  Boston  AAC.  As  part 
of  his  activism,  he  spoke  to  college 
students,  business  people,  clergy 
and  health  groups. 

“Entertaining  us”  up  until  he 
•died,  Paula  Martin  and  Jimmy’s 
friends  say  he  never  gave  up  on 
surviving  AIDS  and  helped  many 
other  gay  men  with  AIDS  to  find 
hope.  He  insisted  his  memorial 
gathering  be  a  party  and  had  even 
asked  to  be  made  up  as  a  clown  in 
the  casket,  a  request  the  funeral 
home  refused.  But  in  keeping  with 
his  desire  for  a  celebration  rather 
than  a  mourning,  memorial  parti¬ 
cipants  released  colorful  balloons 
at  the  end  of  the  ceremony  and 
sang  a  song  together. 

In  addition  to  his  mother  and 
many  friends,  Jimmy  Mack  leaves 
behind  his  father,  James  M. 
McIntyre;  a  sister,  Kerry;  two 
brothers,  Jonathan  and  Thomas,  a 
parental  grandmother,  Margaret 
McIntyre;  and  a  parental  grand¬ 
father.  George  H.  Ferran. 

— Stephanie  Poggi 
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Community  Voices 


Immediate  Gay  Community  News  Job  Opening 

(with  new  salary) 

Our  Display  Advertising  Coordinator  has  just  been  hired  as  CCN's 
Coordinating  Editor, so  we  need  to  fill  her  shoes  immediately. 

Advertising  Coordinator:  Obtain  display  ads  and  develop  strategies  for  increased 
advertising.  Send  out  monthly  billings.  Coordinate  advertising  representatives. 
Evaluate  and  update  ad  rates  and  sales  materials.  Work  with  Art  Coordinator  to 
design  ads. i Participate  in  weekly  workings  of  CCN,  including  decision-making,  fund¬ 
raising,  collaborating  on  editorials,  etc. 

Qualifications:  Strong  organizational,  communication  and  recordkeeping  skills. 
Previous  sales  or  related  experience  helpful. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti- 
racist/anti-classist  politics,  and  the  collective  decision  making  process. 
Salary/benefits:  Beginning  in  June  all  positions  pay  $180/wk  with  a  collective  raise  to 
$200/wk  in  December,  plus  fully  paid  health/life  insurance,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with 
flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume/cover  letter  immediately  to  GCN  Advertising  Search 
Committee,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  floor,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Phone  inquiries 
welcom'e:  (617)426-4469. 

Lesbians/gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the  editor. 
To  minimize  delays,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED,  and 
limited  to  five  typed  pages.  Carbon 
copies  of  letters  sent  elsewhere  are  only 
printed  on  a  space-available  basis.  Send 
letters  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

check  up  on 
prisoners? 

Dear  GCN: 

I  have  been  a  subscriber  and  fervent  reader  of 
GCN  for  almost  as  long  as  it  has  been  in  ex¬ 
istence,  and  I  still  consider  it  one  of  the  very  best 
Lesbian  and  Gay  papers.  However,  I  have  one 
suggestion:  I  wish  you  had  some  way  to  check  up 
on  prisoners  for  whom  you  seem  (understand¬ 
ably)  to  feel  so  sorry,  and  whom  you  offer  free 
ads  and  subscriptions  that  we  law-abiding  in¬ 
nocents  pay  for.  Could  you  have  a  chaplain  or  a 
social  worker  or  some  official  give  approval  to 
prisoners  who  ask  these  favors? 

About  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  I  started  to  write 
to  a  few  of  these  men,  hoping,  perhaps  naively,  to 
bring  a  little  cheer  into  their  obviously  so-far 
wasted  lives,  to  hope  that  the  fact  that  “someone 
out  there”  cares  for  them  as  individuals  and  of¬ 
fers  friendship,  even  love,  may  make  their  futures 
slightly  happier  and  more  worthwhile.  Having 
worked  closely  with  young  people,  first  as  teacher 
in  boys  boarding  schools  and  then  with  college 
students,  not  only  do  I  enjoy  young  people  but 
also  think,  after  more  than  35  years,  I  have  gained 
some  knowledge  of  their  needs,  their  problems, 
and  their  understandable  reactions  to  the  adult 
society  which  strives  to  keep  them  as  children  and 
dependents,  and  from  their  point  of  view  does  not 
treat  them  as  fellow  (if  not  quite  “equal”)  human 
beings  in  need  of  respect  and  understanding  and 
affection.  It  is  these  latter  that  1  have  tried  to  of¬ 
fer  to  a  few  young  Gay  prisoners. 

Of  course,  I  did  not  expect  to  effect  this  with  all 
to  whom  I  wrote,  since  I  am  “worldly”  enough  to 
know  that  some  of  them,  like  too  many  outside 
prison,  are  out  to  get  ail  they  can  for  No.  1  and  to 
hell  with  the  rest  of  us.  This  attitude  is  usually 
revealed  in  early  letters  —  an  almost  immediate 
request  for  money  (only  $40  a  month,  Bob),  — 
even  in  one  case  a  demand  that  I  get  rid  of  an 
apartment-mate  of  15  years  and  then  he  (the 
prisoner)  would  be  willing  to  live  with  me  and  let 
me  support  him!  (Needless  to  say,  I  didn’t  bother 
to  answer  that  letter.) 

1  realize  also  that  my  age  and  profession  are 
strong  points  against  me  in  the  minds  of  too  many 
young  people.  Good  Lord,  a  retired  teacher  in  his 
70’s!  Almost  entirely  dependent  on  social  security 
yet!  Not  even  a  huge  bank  account  or  vaults  full 
of  stocks  and  bonds,  such  as  all  retired  men  have 
(or  should  have  if  they  want  to  be  my  friend,  but 
it’s  worth  a  try  anyway!) 

Of  course,  over  the  years  I  have  been  taken  for 
small  sums  by  aspiring  youthful  con  men. 
However,  my  main  complaint  is  against  inmates 
in  Florida  prisons.  Maybe  they  are  more  skilled 
down  there  in  this  con  game.  I  have  been  writing 
to  10  or  11  young  men  there,  and  to  my  own  em¬ 
barrassment  1  confess  that  collectively  they  have 
got  several  hundred  dollars  from  me  —  and  quite 
a  few  clothes  on  package  permits.  (One  even  re¬ 
quested  a  gold  watch,  for  which  he  sent  me  an  ad, 
costing  about  ten  times  what  1  had  even  spent  on  a 
watch  for  myself.  He  did  not  get  it  —  at  least  from 
me!)  The  prison  at  Raiford  has  been  especially 
bad.  1  suspect  that  the  inmates  have  a  sort  of 
organization  that  circulates  the  word  about  who’s 
a  sucker  and  especially  what  he  falls  for.  They 
certainly  pass  names  and  addresses  around  freely. 
The  similarity  of  some  of  their  letters  is  striking 
—  in  retrospect.  1  have  reason  to  believe  that 
several  of  them  are  not  Gay,  but  are  still  using 
GCN  readers  for  all  they’re  worth  —  then  abrupt¬ 
ly  dropping  them  after  they  feel  they  have  ex¬ 


tracted  all  the  gold  they  can  hope  to  get  from 
them  thar  hills.  As  I  say,  Raiford  has  been  the 
worst,  but  I’ve  had  bad  luck  too  at  Avon  Park, 
Lowell,  and  Zephyr  Hills,  all  in  Florida. 

Let  me  stress  that  I  do  not  regret  my  attempts; 
they  probably  fall  into  the  same  catagory  as  the 
gambling  casinos  at  Atlantic  City  or  Reno,  or 
even  as  New  York’s  stock  market.  There  are 
always  a  few  winners  but  lots  and  lots  of  losers.  In 
such  places,  however,  there  are  controls,  usually 
laws  or  opinions  of  “experts.”  I  wonder  what 
controls  GCN  might  set  up  for  prisoners  who 
have  ads  and/or  free  subscriptions.  How  can  you 
get  knowledge  of  which  may  be  “bad  stocks”  to 
invest  in,  even  just  because  of  time  and  postage 
wasted  on  useless  cases,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
danger  of  being  taken  by  a  neophyte,  but  aspir¬ 
ing,  con  man.  In  any  case,  I  repeat  that  1  do  not 
regret  my  attempts,  blundering  as  they  may  have 
been,  for  they  have  made  me  think  that  perhaps  I 
had  a  purpose  in  my  senior-citizen  life.  That  sure¬ 
ly  is  worth  a  lot. 

However,  after  ten  years  which  have  produced 
at  best  quite  doubtful  success,  I  think  I’ll  find 
some  other  way  to  invest  my  time  and  money. 
Meanwhile  I  hope  you  will  give  some  thought  to 
finding  a  way  to  check  up  on  prisoners  who  of 
course  have  heart-wrenching  stories  to  tell  but 
also  want  free  ads  and  then  free  gifts  from  com¬ 
plete  strangers  who  show  some  signs  of  sym¬ 
pathy.  1  wonder  sometimes  how  many  of  them 
realize  that  friendship  is  a  two-way  street;  it  is  a 
giving  as  well  as  a  receiving.  My  experience  sug¬ 
gests  that  too  many  of  those  in  their  upper  teens 
and  twenties  justify  adults’  thinking  of  them  as 
children  —  perhaps,  alas,  incorrigible  children! 
Children  expect  adults  to  serve  them  without  any 
real  return. 

Anyway,  friends,  keep  up  your  many-faceted 
good  work  for  us  Gays,  old  and  young!  Good 
luck  in  all  you  do. 

Best  wishes, 

Bob  Burdick 
New  York,  NY 

[Prisoner  Project  Note:  As  so  often  happens,  the 
critics  forget  to  mention  that  there’s  another  side 
to  the  story.  We’ll  simply  note  here  that  we 
receive  regularly  letters  from  both  readers  and 
prisoners  who  find  the  penpal  program  quite 
satisfying.  We  regret  that  Mr.  Burdick  had  no 
positive  experiences  (or  none  that  he  wanted  to 
talk  about).  We  are  open  to  suggestions  about 
how  to  improve  the  project  and  have  thought 
much  about  “ check-out  ”  schemes  but  have  not 
come  up  with  any  that  work  in  practice.  A  main 
problem  is  the  literal  lack  of  stamps  on  the  part  of 
many  prisoners,  especially  gay  ones  in  “ protec¬ 
tive ”  custody,  where  they  can’t  work.  Ideas, 
anyone?] 

proud  of  tim 

Dear  GCN, 

I  have  just  received  you  paper  (No.40)  and  am 
writing  in  response  to  Tim  Goodwin’s  letter 
“AIDS  and  Kansas  Prison  Ignorance.” 

I  am  proud  to  say  that  I  am  that  friend  that  told 
him  of  your  paper.  Since  then,  1  have  been  put  in 
segregation,  so  I  have  had  no  contact  with  him 
but  I  am  glad  to  see  him  come  out  and  say 
something,  like  he  is.  Tim,  I  am  proud  of  you, 
your  courage,  and  I  hope  the  hell  you  get  the 
lawsuit. 

I  honestly  wish  I  could  come  out  of  the  closet 
about  my  being  gay  but  the  harassment  and 
ridicule  from  the  guards,  and  unit  teams  is  too 
great;  also  1  would  be  denied  jobs  and  be  single- 
celled  for  the  rest  of  my  sentence. 

I  am  a  rebel  in  the  sense  that  I  cannot  let  the 
system  take  full  control  of  my  life  (like  they 
want).  I  ask  anyone  from  Kansas  prisons  who  are 
already  openly  gay  or  those  who  are  willing  to 
suffer  to  come  out  and  fight  together. 

Tim  is  so  right.  Gays  in  here  are  afraid  to  stand 
up.  1  guess  in  reality  I  as  well  as  the  others  are  just 
too  damn  weak  to  stand  up.  I  am  sorry  for  that. 

I  would  like  to  say  that  I  wish  Tim  all  the  luck  in 
the  world  and  maybe  after  I  come  out  of  “in¬ 
creased  security”  I  will  also  get  on  that  ‘band¬ 
wagon’  and  fight  along  side  of  him.  1  love  him  for 
his  efforts. 

“Blue  Eyes” 

Hutchinson,  KS 


the  risks  involved 

Dear  GCN: 

Recently,  there  have  been  reports  in  the  New 
York  Times  and  the  Wall  Street  Journal  about 
serious  obstacles  to  developing  a  vacccine  for 
AIDS. 

In  order  to  test  a  vaccine,  which  one  company 
is  hoping  to  start  later  this  year,  volunteers  from 
the  groups  who  appear  to  be  most  at  risk  for 
AIDS  will  be  needed.  One  half  will  be  given  the 
vaccine,  and  the  remainder  will  not  be  vaccinated 
and  will  act  as  a  “control  group”.  Researchers 
believe  it  will  be  difficult  to  recruit  volunteers 
from  intraveneous  drug  users.  Another  problem 
is  that  gay  men  must  be  seronegative  for  the  AIDS 
virus,  but  many  researchers  believe  that  a  very 
large  number  of  gay  men  have  already  been 
infected  with  the  AIDS  virus. 

If  the  test  is  to  have  any  validity,  those  gay  men 
who  enroll  in  the  program  will  have  to  continue 
those  practices  which  are  considered  to  contribute 
to  the  development  of  AIDS.  Epidemiological 
surveys  suggest  that  receptive  anal  intercourse  is 
the  most  dangerous  practice.  This  is  the  most 
serious  obstacle  because  medical  ethics  require 
that  volunteers  are  educated  about  avoiding 
pracitces  that  put  them  at  risk  for  AIDS. 

Any  gay  man  who  is  asked  to  enroll  as  a 
volunteer  should  give  careful  consideration  to  the 
risks  involved.  The  gay  community  must  demand 
to  know  exactly  what  is  going  to  be  done.  We 
don’t  want  any  Tuskegee  syphilis  experiments 
done  on  us. 

Yours  truly, 

Peter  Patrick 
Washington,  DC 


nothing  radical 
about  s/m 

Dear  GCN: 

As  a  lesbian  psychiatrist  who  has  served  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  for  sixteen  years,  I 
read  with  interest  the  interview  with  sex  therapist 
Margie  Nichols  (May  24)  and  found  many  of  her 
thoughts  intelligent  and  provocative.  However,  I 
was  disturbed  by  the  association  of  s/m  with 
“radical”  lesbianism  and  the  “vanguard,” 

lending  s/m  an  air  of  nobility  merited  more  in  my 
mind  by  Stonewall  or  the  New  York 
Radicalesbians  (whose  motto,  you  may 

remember,  was  “love  each  other,  love 

ourselves,”  not  “beat  each  other,  spank 

ourselves.”  There  is  nothing  radical  or  vanguard 
about  s/m;  every  night  for  years  prime  time  TV 
has  carried  hour  after  monotonous  hour  of 
violence  designed  to  titillate;  most  of  this  violence 
is  directed  toward  women,  but  there  are  plenty  of 
mutilated  men  for  those  who  prefer  that.  Nearly 
half  of  all  little  girls  have  been  molested,  and 
untold  numbers  of  little  boys;  every  night,  every 
second,  a  woman  is  being  beaten,  and  this  has 
been  true  for  centuries;  there’s  nothing  radical 
about  it;  it’s  normal  straight  living. 

In  my  opinion,  it  is  a  problem  when  people 
need  to  hurt  or  pretend  to  hurt  their  lover  in  order 
to  be  sexually  aroused.  A  person  can  get  over  this 
problem  by  learning  to  be  happier  within  herself 
or  himself  via  therapy  or  creative  or  political 
work  or  other  means  of  self-fulfillment;  this  can 
take  much  more  time  and  effort  than  tying  up 
your  lover  but  is  more  beautiful.  Many  scholars 
think  that  the  problem  of  the  association  of  s/m 
and  sexual  arousal  is  so  common  in  our  society 
because  western  industrial  society  was  built  upon 
sexual  repression  and  the  aggression  and  violence 
thus  aroused;  we  discount  more  loving  societies 
because  most  have  been  virtually  destroyed  by 
our  own  and  those  that  remain  are  considered 
“primitive”  because  they  have  sex  and  love  but 
no  Cuisinarts. 

As  lesbians  and  gay  men  we  have  adopted  the 
pain  of  outsiders,  but  thereby  give  ourselves  the 
opportunity  to  rise  above  some  of  the  sickness  in 
our  society  and  try  to  make  a  better  world  for 
ourselves.  It  is  ironic  to  me  that  in  the  same  issue 
of  GCN  the  article  on  having  children  points  this 
out  so  well.  We  don’t  need  to  imitate  the  Gestapo 
or  Mengele;  nothing  could  be  less  “radical”  or 
more  straight.  I  resent  the  statements  in  the  article 
implying  that  one  would  endorse  s/m  if  one  just 
thought  about  it  more;  this  is  patronizing 
psychobabble  in  my  opinion,  and  my  own 
“radical”  view  is  that  a  gay  couple  would  be 
happier  with  love  but  no  sex  at  all  than  with  s/m 
sex.  Fortunately  such  a  choice  isn’t  necessary.  I 
also  resent  the  implication  that  s/m  is  an 
oppressed  minority;  the  Nazi  party,  which  serves 
as  a  model  for  many  s/m  “games,”  also 
complained  that  they  were  an  oppressed  minority 
before  their  rise  to  power,  after  which  they 
murdered  millions  of  my  Jewish  and  gay  and 
lesbian  family. 

I  also  wish  to  point  out  that,  according  to  the 
research  I  have  read,  inhibited  sexual  desire  and 
sexual  dysfunction  are  endemic  among  straight 
couples  and  long  term  gay  male  couples  and  in  no 
way  confined  to  or  more  prevalent  among 
lesbians.  This  is  also  a  societal  problem  and  its 
causes  and  treatment  are  probably  beyond  the 
scope  of  this  letter. 

Miriam  Rosenburg 
Wayland,  MA 
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Speaking  Out - 

GCN:  Still  for  Women  and  Men  —  or  No? 

By  Mike  Riegle 


Maybe  this  should  be  called  a  “Sputtering  Out”  (written  in  beginnings  . . .  and  very 
much  (several  times)  unfinished,  but  hopefully  “provocative”).  (Oh,  Amy  Hoffman  would 
have  my  neck  for  all  these  parentheses!) 

In  a  month  or  so  we’re  having  our  sometimes  annual,  sometimes  bi-annual  collective 
membership  meeting  to  talk  about  “where  are  we  going,  anyway?”  Some  felt  that  we  might 
want  to  look  at  our  old  (and  revised)  “Statement  of  Principles.”  I  did  this  (again;  possibly 
the  first  time  since  my  arrival  here  eight  years  ago)  and  liked  it!  I  suggest  that  you  (dear 
reader)  lobby  with  your  letters  to  have  it  printed  in  the  paper  (as  a  piece  of  history,  if 
nothing  else).  It’s  amazing.  Here’a  a  sample  (remember,  we’re  talking  1973): 

The  gay  community  is  so  varied  that  it  seems,  at  times,  impossible  to  characterize  it 
all.  Gay  people  come  from  all  economic,  educational,  political,  and  social 
backgrounds.  Therefore,  the  newspaper  feels  a  responsibility  in  line  with  its  incor¬ 
poration  statement  to  cover  as  many  of  the  different  factions  as  possible,  and  to 
educate  the  general  public  that  these  differences  of  opinion  exist  within  the  communi¬ 
ty,  are  tolerated  or  not,  but  are  aired...  We  will  try  to  cover  all  segments  in  special 
articles  and  we  will  try  to  include  an  awareness  of  the  many  segments  in  general  ar¬ 
ticles  about  gays,  e.g.  gays  and  alcoholism,  and  should  keep  in  mind  that  there  are 
lesbians,  third  world  people,  younger,  older,  etc. 

Note  that  in  1973  it  was  felt  necessary  to  specifically  mention  “lesbians”  in  the  list  of 
reminders  for  needed  coverage.  Clearly  we’ve  done  pretty  well  by  that  need. 

My  question  now  is  whether  we’ve  come  around  to  a  point  where  we  may  need  to 
replace  “lesbians”  (in  the  Statement)  with  “gay  men.”  This  has  come  to  my  mind  for  a 
number  of  reasons,  some  of  which  are  just  too  vaguely  subjective  to  attempt  in  print,  but 
two  of  which  are  plain  old  numerical.  One  is  our  current  female-male  subscription/renewal 
rate  (two  to  one,  lesbians);  the  other  is  the  now  rather  longterm  lack  of  gender  balance  on 
the  staff. 

This  is  an  ironic  situation  to  be  in  (raising  this  question),  because  the  culture  generally  is 
obviously  still  male-dominated.  And  here  we  are,  GCN,  an  island  it  seems  at  times,  trying  to 
live  in  “another  world”?  “the  future”?  —  where,  whatever  “sexism”  means  at  that  mo¬ 
ment,  it’s  being  fought  against  —  more  than  rhetorically,  and  in  all  its  forms,  presumably; 
male  and  female. 

As  you  can  imagine,  our  ( GCN  staff)  consciousness  flips  back  and  forth  daily  coming 
from  the  streets  (which  still  largely  belong  to  the  boys)  into  “our  space”  (and  process) 
where  we’re  committed  (or  we  used  to  be)  to  being  as  “balanced”  (i.e.  diverse?)  (!)  as  we 
know  how  (and  are  able.) 

I’m  aware  that  there  are  some  (a  few?  many?)  of  both  sexes  who  really  don’t  want  to  see 
much  (let  alone  pictures!)  of  the  other  sex.  There’ve  always  been  cries  (occasional,  but  not 
that  frequent)  of  “too  much  men’s  stuff!”  (intergenerational  sex,  etc.)  or  “too  much 
women’s  stuff!”  (abortion,  etc.)  But  I’ve  felt  that  both  were  exaggerations  and  that  we  were 
doing  an  admirable  job  of  educating  each  other! 

What  I’d  like  to  hear  about  from  you,  our  readers,  is  your  ideas  about  what  might  be 
accounting  for  our  loss  in  gay  male  readership,  and  our  apparent  difficulty  with  finding  men 
who  want  to  work  for  a  “movement”  paper  (even  if  it  be,  as  the  Village  Voice  says,  the  “gay 
movement’s  newspaper  of  record”  (rather  than  its  inciter  to  action);  and  if  we  should  do 
something  about  this.  Is  it  still  a  value  for  our  readers,  a  high  value,  that  we  record  or  act  on 
what’s  happening  as  men  and  women  together ? 

After  eight  years  at  this  rag  I  know  the  GCN  “rhetoric/line”  (the  progression  of  lines, 
actually)  fairly  well.  It  would  generally  be  considered  “bad  form”  to  openly  oppose  gender 
balance,  though  someone  did  say  in  staff  meeting  a  few  months  ago  that  “even  six  women 
and  four  men  is  too  many  men.”  Was  this  said  because  the  men  are  so  stereotypically  mean? 
or  because  the  women  are  so  weak  they  need  greater  numbers  to  survive?  Certainly  not  the 
latter,  surely! 

Part  of  the  line  at  GCN  in  the  late  ’70s  when  lesbians  were  coming  into  their  own  was 
that  we  needed  more  women  on  the  staff  (then  we  had  one  or  two  out  of  six  or  seven  people) 
to  do  basic  stuff  like  maintain  contact  with  the  women’s  community  (in  all  the  little  and  big 
ways  that  that  happens).  Now  that  we  have,  with  our  newly  hired  “coordinating  editor,”  a 
staff  of  seven  women  and  two  men.  (Eight  women,  if  you  count  our  fabulous  dyke  truck 
driver  who’s  been  here  even  longer  than  me!  We’re  the  old-timers. )We’ve  been  at  this  level 
for  some  time.  Isn’t  there  some  question  of  whether  we’re  taking  being  in  touch  with  the  gay 
men’s  community  seriously? 

In  the  time  I’ve  been  here  I’ve  seen  a  lot  of  disagreements.  One  of  the  most  amazing 
facts  about  these  is  that  they  seldom  found  us  divided  along  gender  lines.  And  I  seldom  felt 
de-energized  by  them  (well,  ...  right  after  staff  meetings,  maybe...).  I’ve  felt  angry, 
frustrated,  sad  . . . ,  but  not  tired  or  bored.  And  there  was  a  shitload  of  laughing  going  on  in 
between  which  made  the  experience  taken  as  a  whole  far  fucking  out!  (to  use  a  ’60s  phrase) 
—  and  full  of  surprises!  (Are  we  really  doing  all  this  together?!) 

I  feel  that  an  essential  part  of  what  made  GCN  “different”  (and  “progressive”)  was 
our  diversity  —  first  and  foremost  (so  far),  around  gender. 

A  parallel  situation  comes  from  our  anti-racism  project.  We’re  not  doing  very  well,  so 
far.  But  that’s  not  because  we’re  not  trying;  rather,  it’s  because  we  (and  the  lesbian/gay 
community  generally)  aren’t  as  face-to-face,  day-in-day-out  in  touch  with  lesbians  and  gay 
men  of  color  as  we  need  to  be.  I  feel  that  this  same  situation  is  beginning  to  be  more  and 
more  true  of  our  relation  with  gay  men  (and  with  lesbians,  for  that  matter,  who  don’t  hap¬ 
pen  to  consider  themselves  “political”).  Whether  my  feeling  is  “correct”  or  not,  though,  is 
less  important  (even  to  me!)  than  how  you  all  feel,  about  whether  gender  balance  is  still  of 
more-than-token  value.  I’d  appreciate  some  feedback  on  this  and  I  think  the  collective 
would  too.  I’d  especially  be  pleased  if  some  of  your  responses  came  in  mixed-gender  pairs 
(and  groups!).  I  used  to  record  the  subscriptions  for  GCN  (for  four  or  five  years)  and  I 
remember  how  many  gift  subs  went  back  and  forth  between  men  and  women.  It  was  inspir¬ 
ing.  Is  this  solidarity  still  out  there? 

I’m  in  Fag  Rag  and  can  appreciate  the  value  of  a  group  (or  project  or  whatever)  that’s 
just  boys  (or  girls).  But  our  community  has  places  where  we  can  be  separate  (women’s 
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centers,  men’s/women’s  bars,  etc.).  GCN  was  always  a  place  where  we  could  be  together. 
We  all  know  it’s  often  hard  to  be  together  (&  in  print!),  but  if  not  at  GCN,  then  where? 

I  think  what  the  ’60s  gave  us  a  glimpse  of  (once  you  get  past  the  glitter  of  the  massive 
demos,  etc.)  was  how  much  we  had  to  “raise  our  consciousness”  about  other  people  who  we 
all  live  among  (people  of  color,  women,  queers,  the  young,  the  Vietnamese  and  all  Third 
World  people,  and  on  and  on)  but  who  were  hardly  “visible”!  Some  feel  that  what  was 
“revolutionary”  about  the  ’60s  was  the  feeling  that  a  big  change  might  come  quickly.  My 
feeling  is  that  we  learned  that  we  had  a  lot  to  learn  about  each  other  and  that  we’d  have  to  in¬ 
teract  with  each  other  to  raise  our  awareness  of  what  the  world  was  made  up  of  (before  we 
decided  how  to  organize  it  all).  This  would  take  time,  and  doing  things  together. 

Our  1980s  focus  on  “gay  rights”  (sometimes  seeming  to  “substitute”  for  “gay  libera¬ 
tion”)  tempts  us  to  feel  that  we  can  do  quickly  and  with  votes  and  laws  what  really  needs  to 
be  done  with  time  and  with  personal/political  interaction  and  consciousness  raising.  Should 
GCN  continue  to  emphasize  our  getting  to  know  each  other  (in  our  incredible  diversity)  or 
should  it  move  on  to  deciding  which  part  of  our  community  or  which  politics  is  “correct” 
(or  whatever  it’s  called  these  days)  and  excluding  those  who  don’t  fit?  I  don’t  think  we  need 
to  simply  choose,  but  we  need  to  be  careful  not  to  be  too  ready  to  ignore  parts  of  our  own 
diversity. 

(final  sputter;  promise!) 

Men  and  Women  in  Prison 

As  long  as  I’m  here  and  still  have  your  ear,  I’ll  raise  another  thing  I  have  in  my  gut.  I 
hardly  ever  remember  more  than  snatches  of  my  dreams  (bits  and  pieces,  the  story  of  my 
life!)  Sometimes,  though,  I  hear  voices  in  my  head  as  I  wake  up.  One  I  heard  recently  was 
me  (as  “mother”)  saying  loudly,  to  a  LARGE  group  of  folks:  “OK,  now  it’s  my  kids’ 
turn!”(meaning,  in  my  mind,  the  —  generally  young  —  prisoners  that  I  work  with). “They 
may  not  always  go  first,  but  they  will  get  their  turn!” 

So  hoping  to  give  them  their  turn,  I  have  a  couple  questions.  First,  I’m  trying  to  put 
together  a  ‘seductive”  packet  to  convince  gay  and  lesbian  publications  and  groups 
(BWMTs,  for  example)  to  give  more  attention  to  how  our  “social  justice”  system  is  using 
the  threat  of  caging  people  to  back  up  its  (more  subtle?)  message  on  the  streets  —  that  you 
better  not  be  too  “out”  (or  too  different).  Even  leaving  aside  the  variety  in  all  our  feelings 
about  whether  or  not  caging  people  is  the  way  to  handle  conflicts  in  the  social  structure;  we, 
ourselves,  cannot  —  and  do  not\  —  just  forget  (whether  we’re  conscious  of  it  or  not)  that  the 
cages,  as  well  as  the  social  pressure  to  conform  and  get  ‘security’,  are  there  —  breathing 
down  our  necks,  if  they’re  not  actually  on  our  backs.  How  can  we  pay  this  “social 
justice’Vprison  business  so  little  attention? 

Secondly,  would  you  all  consider  writing  letters  or  whatever  to  your  local  gay /lesbian 
rag  or  group  encouraging  them  to  include  some  kind  of  material  (penpal  ads,  letters,  stories, 
poems  —  whatever)  that  makes  gay  and  lesbian  prisoners  visible,  that  will  give  them  some 
non-stereotypic  thickness  and  complexity  and  a  voice ?  Ask  them  to  send  GCN  for  our 
experience  if  they  want  to.) 

These  days  we’re  getting  back  responses  from  all  our  prisoner  readers  to  the  once-a- 
year  letter  asking  if  they’re  still  getting  the  paper  ok,  and  touching  base  —  so  they’re  on  my 
mind.  My  feeling  about  the  Prisoner  Project  has  always  been  that  “justice”  concerns  us  all, 
and  that  in  a  more  than  trivial  sense,  we’re  all  “bound”. 

Another  half-dream,  half-waking  scene  I  saw/heard  recently  was  of  a  large  group  of 
prisoners,  sitting  together,  who  were  saying  to  the  “goon  squad”  (prison  administrations’ 
in-house  storm  troopers),  “We’re  in  this  together,  and  you’ll  have  to  deal  with  all  of  us.” 
Then  they  all  stood  up  and  took  a  deep  breath,  for  the  first  time  in  a  long  time.  It  sounded 
like  one  helluva  wind! 

Mike  Riegle  has  been  GCN ’s  Prisoner  Project  coordinator/office  manager  since  1978. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  T remont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  M  A  02111. 


Extra!  Extra! 


Yes,  we’ll  give  you  ten  extra  weeks  when 
you  extend  your  subscription  for  another  year 
and  give  a  year’s  gift  sub  (or  have  a 
friend  take  out  a  year’s  sub).  ^ 

We’ll  give  you  FOUR 
extra  weeks  of  GCN  if  you 
extend  your  own  sub. 

Consider  the  savings. 

Consider  the  news.  Consider  the 
options!  Act  now  to  get  the 
very  best  deal... 

Use  the  coupon 
on  the  back  cover. 


Send  a  check  or 
money  order  to: 

Gay  Community  News 
Suite  F3 
167  Tremont  St. 
Boston,  MA  02111 


i 
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Face-off 

Prompts 

By  Yvonne  K.  Rosen 
When  I  read  the  GCN  article 
that  said  they  had  run  our  of  com¬ 
ing  out  stories,  1  thought  I  should 
write  mine.  Then  I  thought,  “Oh, 
who  would  want  to  read  that.” 
But  the  more  I  thought  about  it, 

Coming  Out 

the  more  I  tnought,  “Well,  I  like 
to  read  other  people’s  stories, 
maybe  someone  would  like  to  read 
mine.”  Maybe  it  would  help  so¬ 
meone  to  come  out. 


with  Death 
Self-discovery 


So  here  it  is... 

I’m  20  and  I  came  out,  finally, 
in  October  of  ’85.  So,  I’m  pretty 
new  at  everything.  I  think  I  was1 
always  gay  from  the  day  I  came  in¬ 
to  existence.  When  I  was  younger, 
I  was  always  more  attracted  to 
women,  always  had  pictures  of 
famous  women  on  my  bedroom 
walls  instead  of  teen  idols.  In  fact  I 
still  have  pictures  of  famous 
women  on  my  walls.  I  was  always 
more  content  to  “hang  out”  with 
my  friends  instead  of  going  out 
with  guys.  I  was  always  happier  to 
have  guys  as  just  friends,  rather 


than  going  out  with  them  and  hav¬ 
ing  sex.  I  never  really  enjoyed  the 
sex,  ever.  It  was  all  peer  pressure  to 
go  out  with  guys. 

I  knew  what  I  was,  I  just 
couldn’t  face  it.  I  come  from  a 
small  town  where  people  with 
small  minds  live.  It  would  have 
been  very  hard,  not  that  it  already 
wasn’t. 

So,  I  came  to  Boston  in  ’84  to  go 
to  art  school.  I  met  a  few  gay  peo¬ 
ple  but  the  majority  of  friends  I 
made  were  heterosexual.  I 

Continued  on  page  7 


FRIDAY,  JUNE  13,  1986  AT  8  PM 


JORDAN  HALL  AT  NEW  ENGLAND  CONSERVATORY 

TICKETS  $10, $8, $6:  AVAILABLE  AT  JORDAN  HALL  BOX  OFFICE 

BOSTIX,  CONCERTCHARGE, 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP 

INFORMATION:  536-2412  •  SIGN  LANGUAGE  INTERPRETED 


BAY  STATE  PERFORMING  ARTS,  INC.  PRESENTS 


BOSTON 


GAY  MEN'S  CHORUS 

ROBER  BARNEY,  DIRECTOR 

IN  CONCERT 


"WE  TOO 

HAVE  A  SONG  TO  SING!" 


'*!* 

DAViD  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830  Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

SO  Congress  Street  E  0,leans  Mass  02643 

Boston.  Mass  02109  1  800  352  3185  + 

Coll  Toll  Free  1-800-351-3185 


CH1LTERN 


MOUNTAIN  CLUB 

An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information  please  write: 

P.O.  Box  407g 
Boston,  MA  02117-0407 

All  replies  are  confidential. 


healthy  teeth. ..they're  a  team  effort 

Richard  R.  Bankhead,  ODS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 
Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 
Janice  Platner,  Barbara  J.  Macy 
Gerry  Azzata 

•Estate  Planning 
•Business  Representation 
•Relationship  Agreements 
•Civil  Litigation 
•General  Practice  of  Law 
•Condominium  Conversion 


•Criminal  Defense 
•Real  Estate  Transactions 
•Domestic  Relations 
•Discrimination 
•Probate  of  Estates 
•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  1 1 

2266  Market  Street 

Boston,  MA  02115 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

617-266-0760 

415-626-4224 

Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 

Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


y  'Y'’ 


,  Fenway^ 
Community 
Health  I 
^ Center y 


Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  gay,  lesbian  and  women's 
nealth  care.  Peggy  Roberts,  M.D.  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary  health  care  services. 


Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M.D.,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable. 

He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 


16  HAVILAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 


•  Located  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

•  We  accept  VISA/MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


GLCS  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Service 

Group  now  forming  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services  (GLCS): 


COMING  OUT  GROUP  FOR  MEN 

A  twelve-week  therapy  group  for  men  who  want 
to  explore  what  it  means  for  them  to  be  gay.  For 
more  information  about  this  group,  please  con¬ 
tact  Jeff  Perrotti,  M.A.,  at  GLCS. 

GLCS  is  a  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  the  community  since  1971. 

542-5188 


•  Weekdays  10AM-9PM 

•  Confidential  Services 

•  Convenient  Downtown  Location 

•  Sliding  Fee  Scale/lnsurance 
Accepted 


•  No  one  denied  services  for 
inability  to  pay 

•  GLCS  is  a  non-profit  corporation 

•  All  insurance  claims  filed  under  CS! 


Join  our  active,  short-term  group  for 
clients  wanting  to  learn  more  about 
how  to  relate  to  others. 


Serving  the  community  since  1976 


Boston  Danvers 

45  Newbury  St.  5  Elm  St. 

262-9116  774-0142 

near  Arlington  T  stop 


Cambridge 
51  Brattle  St. 


behavior 

0550CI0t€5 


Specializing  in  short-term, 
problem-focused  therapy 
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Illness  Prompts  Self-discovery 

Continued from  page  6 


I  had  a  tumor  on  my  ovary .  It  was 
life-threatening  enough  to  make 
me  realize  it  can  be  over  before  you 
know  it. 


couldn’t  come  to  terms  because  1 
was  afraid  1  would  lose  the  friends 
I’d  made.  I  went  out  with  a  couple 
of  guys  just  for  peer  pressure’s 
sake.  Then  in  March  I  got  sexually 
abused  by  this  frat  guy  and  that 
was  the  end  of  that. 

I  went  home  for  the  summer  and 
was  miserable  and  sick.  I  came 
back  to  Boston  in  August  only  to 
discover  I  had  a  tumor  on  my 
ovary.  It  was  life-threatening 
enough  to  make  me  realize  it  can 
be  over  before  you  know  it.  So  I 
decided  it  was  time  I  found  out 
what  I  wanted  in  life,  find  out  who 
I  am,  and,  most  importantly,  find 
out  what  makes  me  happy.  That 
came  with  admitting  that  I  am  gay. 

I  had  some  photos  of  these  two 
gay  friends  of  mine,  and  one  day 
this  other  friend  of  mine  was  look¬ 
ing  at  them  and  he  asked  me  if  I 
was  gay.  I  came  right  out  and  said, 
“Yes,  lam!”  Let  me  tell  you  it  was 
the  greatest  feeling.  I  did  it.  I  ad¬ 
mitted  it.  I  found  my  identity,  the 
identity  that  was  always  there,  but 
hidden  away.  The  same  night  I 
went  to  Campus,  a  gay/lesbian 
bar,  and  had  the  most  amazing 


time.  I  felt  at  home  and  at  ease 
with  myself.  I  must  admit  though, 
I  was  quite  nervous.  But  I  got  over 
it.  (I  think  I  fell  in  love  a  million 
times.) 

For  a  while  I  didn’t  want  anyone 
to  know,  but  then  in  December  I 
had  to  have  another  operation.  I 
had  a  complete  hysterectomy  and 
then  radiation  treatments  after 
that.  I  was  really  sick  and  basically 
spent  three  months  in  the  hospital. 
This  second  faceoff  with  death 
made  me  realize  still  more.  Now, 
I’m  happy  to  say  I  am  a  healthy, 
cancer-free  person  and  I’m  proud 
of  who  I  am.  Life  is  too  short  and 
too  precious  not  to  be  happy  with 
what  you  do.  I  told  my  family  and 
friends  I  was  gay  and  for  the  most 
part  they’ve  accepted  it.  It  was  real 
scary  to  tell  them  because  you 


don’t  know  how  they  will  react. 
They  may  take  it  in  stride  or  they 
may  freak  out  and  never  see  you 
again.  But  if  they  care  enough 
about  you  and  are  a  good  enough 
friend,  they’ll  love  you  as  long  as 
you’re  you.  If  they  can’t  deal  with 
it,  then  they  aren’t  worth  dealing 
with  anyway.  I’m  happy  with  who 
I  am  and  I  don’t  think  of  them  any 
differently.  They  shouldn’t  think 
of  me  any  differently. 

It’s  a  great  feeling  to  be  able  to 
be  totally  yourself  with  no  preten¬ 
ding  at  all.  I  have  nothing  to  hide 
and  being  gay  is  nothing  to  hide  or 
hide  from.  I  wear  my  pink  triangle 
with  pride.  Being  gay  is  being  you 
despite  society  and  the  pressure  it 
produces.  To  me,  being  gay  is  be¬ 
ing  happy... 


SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR  COMMUNITY  FARM 
GREENHOUSE 


Your  One  Stop  Neighborhood  Garden  Center 


55  LAMARTINE  ST.,  JAMAICA  PLAIN  522-1259 

“Nothing  on  Earth  Takes  The  Place  of  COW  MANURE!” 

See  Us  For  Your  Gardening  Needs 

Greenhouse  open  6  days  —  closed  Mondays 
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9 
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Granite  Press  announces 

A  Long  Sound 
by  Joan  Larkin 

The  second  book  bv  the  widely  anthologized  poet,  writing 
about  issues  df  alcohol  &  recovery;  sensuality  &  selt-love; 
parenting  &  lesbianism. 

S8.95  ISBN  ( )-%  1 4886- 1  - 1 

Granite  Press 
Penobscot,  Maine 
04476' 


V. 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 
ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 


Family  Law 

’Custody  Issues 
•Relationship 
Agreements 
’Estate  Planning 

52  Western  Ave.,  Camb.,  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 


General  Practice 

’Employment  Rights 
’Personal  Injury 
’Landlord/Tenant 


If  you're  an  independent  thinker, 

date  the  modern  way  through 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 

a  total  introduction  service 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men 

call  731-8934 

discreet  •  sincere  •  confidential 

_ _ 


•  LETTERHEADS 

•  ENVELOPES 

•  NCR  FORMS 

•  BUSINESS  CARDS 

•  TYPESETTING 

•  BINDERY  SERVICES 

•  QUALITY  2-COLOR  PRINTING 

•  BROCHURES/FLYERS 


COPLEY 

COPYYYY 

OFFSET  PRINTING  & 
INSTANT  DUPLICATION 
392  BOYLSTON  ST.  REAR 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
617-267-9488 


•  HIGH-SPEED  COPYING 

•  COLLATING 

•  STAPLING 

•  GBC  BINDING 


FREE  PICK  UP  AND  DELIVERY 


SCIENCESPEOPLE 


bimonthly 

Progressive  views  on  science  and  technology 
energy,  militarism,  environment 
occupational  health,  agriculture 
women  and  science  and  much  more 


□  Send  my  copy  of  DECODING 
BIOTECHNOLOGY.  Enclosed  is 
my  check  for  $4.00. 

□  Start  my  subscription  to  SftP  for  $15, 
and  send  my  free  copy  of 

DECODING 

BIOTECHNOLOGY. 

Nome  _ 

Address  _ _ 

Cty  Stater  Zip  _ 

Science  for  tho  People 

897  Mein  St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139 

=  ■ 


Subscribe  now  and  receive  your 
free  copy  of  DECODING 
BIOTECHNOLOGY—  a 

guide  to  the  issues  posed  by 


A  NEW  BOOK 

SEX  &  GERMS 

The  Politics  of  AIDS 
by  Cindy  Patton 

A  book  that  looks  beyond  the  homophobic,  one 
dimensional  analyses  of  AIDS  that  are  legion  in 
the  popular  media.  Cindy  Patton,  an  activist  and 
author,  looks  at  the  biology  of  AIDS;  germ- 
phobia  and  erotophobia;  legal  problems;  medi¬ 
cal  community  response;  new  right  response; 
and  the  effect  on  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity.  $9.00  paper 

Available  at  local  bookstores  or  prepaid  from  South 
EndPress  1 16  St.  Botolph  St  Boston  MA  021  IS  (add 
$1.50  for  postage  and  handling). 


Gay  Writers 
on  Disease  and  Health 


Ideology  in  the  Age  of  AIDS 


A  Strange  Virus  of  Unknown 
Origin 

Dr.  Jacques  Liebowitch 
Available  Press/Doubleday 
$4.95 

AIDS  in  the  Mind  of  America 

Dennis  Allman 
Anchor  Press/Doubleday 
$16.95 

Sex  &  Germs:  The  Politics  of 
■  AIDS 

Cindy  Patton 
South  End  Press 
$9.00 

The  Normal  Heart 

Larry  Kramer 

Plume/New  American  Library 

$6.95 

/ 

As  Is 

William  Hoffman 

Vintage 

$3.95 

By  Mitzel 

It's  an  immutable  fact:  all  books  "about"  AIDS 
are  outdated  by  the  time  they  hit  the  bookstalls.  Like 
looking  at  starlight,  we  perceive  something  that  has 
happened  in  the  past. 

Now  comes  the  second  wave  of  book  publishing 
about  AIDS,  three  non-fiction  books  by  prominent 
writers  and  the  book  versions  of  two  long-running 
New  York  AIDS-themed  plays. 

Mass  morbidity  isn't  usualy  so  compelling.  Did 
the  devastation  of  the  1919  influenza  produce  a 
literature?  Did  polio?  Does  hepatitis?  AIDS  has.  And 
for  good  reason.  The  peculiar  distinctiveness  of  the 
new  ailment,  its  easy  adaptation  for  metaphorical  use, 
and  its  appearance  within  a  community  (urban  fag¬ 
gots)  that  is  still  forging  an  inchoate  identity  make  it  an 
attractive  subject  for  writers  with  discrete  goals. 

By  and  large,  the  gay  writers  on  AIDS  (and  related 
phenomena)  have  marvelously  outstripped  the 
straight  dailies  and  weeklies.  In  the  U.S.,  the  death 
and  morbidity  is  most  staggering  among  the  gay  men 
And  we  have  reacted  as  a  community.  And  we  have 
not  been  quiet  about  it.  Frenchman  Jacques 
Leibowitch  writes  in  A  Strange  Virus  of  Unknown 
Origin  about  the  double  distinctiveness  of  AIDS:  that 
its  first  name,  Gay-Related  Immune  Deficiency,  link¬ 
ed  it  specifically  to  gay  men;  and  that  the  public 
response  has  been  almost  entirely  defined  by  gay  men 
in  the  U.S.  "The  AIDS  film  is  an  international  produc¬ 
tion.  But  the  script  is  American  and  carries  the  insignia 
of  its  origin.  The  dramatization  that  results  from  this 
relation  to  discourse,  to  exposure— what  sometimes  for 
us.  orudish  and  evasive  Latins  (Mediterraneans), 
assumes  the  quality  of  an  obscene  voyeurism — has 
been,  from  the  start,  the  trademark  of  AIDS  a  I'Ameri- 
caine.  Down  to  those  candlelight  processions." 

Leibowitch's  book  is  a  comprehensive  brief.  It 
boldly  treats  the  problem  as  a  murder  mystery.  He 
even  answers  a  few  of  the  questions  he  raises  without 
any  apparent  odor  of  self-promotion  or  ambition,  a 
feat  which,  in  these  times  and  given  the  fears  of  the 
age,  requires  some  grace,  a  concept  I  rarely  invoke. 

Perhaps  given  that  Leobowitch  is  European,  there 
is  something  different  in  the  way  he  approaches  con¬ 
structs  such  as  "health,"  "disease,"  and  "public 

A*S  Wlth  eve7  other  asPect  of  culture  in  the 
U.b.,  the  Americans  simplify  and  sensationalize  mat¬ 
ters  of  health  and  sickness,  reducing  human  condi¬ 
tions  to  isolated  extremes  and  imagining  little  in  bet¬ 
ween.  Leibowitch  implicitly  makes  it  clear,  through 
his  book  s  example,  that  answers  will  not  be  found 
without  a  wide-ranging  and  probative  discourse,  even 
if  nonetheless  velocitized  by  urgency.  Leibowitch  is  in 
the  favored  position  to  present  a  trans-cultural  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  problem,  something  of  keen  interest  to 
the  gay  community  here. 

Dennis  Altman  has  written  AIDS  In  The  Mind  of 
America.  Altman  is  another  cross-cultural  critic.  I 

222!“f5.  thi.nk  Den™  lives  in  airports  and  railway 
depots.  He  s  always  larking  about,  a  restless  gay  gypsy. 


I  read  his  book  in  proofs  this  fall  and  am,  frankly, 
disappointed.  Aside  from  the  sloppy  title  (was  it  aimed 
at  The  Readers  Digest  crowd?),  the  name  Dennis  gave 
the  book  implies  (and  perhaps  anticipated)  tox¬ 
oplasma,  debilitating  abcesses  in  the  brain,  now  in¬ 
creasingly  evident  in  persons  with  AIDS.  Dennis  aim¬ 
ed  for  metaphor;  he  came  off  medical.  Perhaps  this 
was  unavoidable.  His  own  hypochondria  is  referred  to 
more  than  once  in  the  text.  Dennis  dreads  the  prospect 
of  illness  and  lives  in  Fear  of  Filth. 

Here's  the  book's  major  weakness:  there  is  tov 
much  reporting  and  not  enough  cerebration.  (Where  is 
The  Mind?)  Brother  Altman  is  nothing  if  not  inclusive. 
But  his  thoroughness  is  that  of  a  scrapbook;  just 
everything  goes  in.  On  some  points,  he's  quite  compe¬ 
tent.  His  brief  foray  into  the  blood  business  demands 
further  analysis  for  the  lay  audience.  His  information 
on  the  leaks  and  breakdowns  in  AIDS-testing  con¬ 
fidentiality  (soon  to  become  a  tidal  wave  once  the 
morons  in  the  military  initiate  their  ridiculous  witch- 
hunting  blood-testing  programs  for  all  servicepeo- 
ple)  excites  the  possibilities  for  government-haters 
like  moi.  But  it's  just  a  tease  and  Dennis  is  off  to 
another  city,  another  topic,  a  new  scandal/sensation. 
And  whem  Dennis  wants  to  be  dull,  he  becomes  the 
best  of  any  literary  apparatchik.  I  sometimes  think 
Altman,  as  a  writer,  made  dullness  famous.  Perhaps 
it's  the  jet-lag.  He  quotes  others  promiscuously,  in  the 
way  daily  news  reporters  do,  creating,  for  me,  a 
riotous  surrealistic  effect  at  times,  and  glues  on  all  the 
latest  pop  talk  about  AIDS. 


Altman  s  long  suit,  which  he  has  made  into  a 
career,  is  the  transnational  analysis  of  how  faggots  in 
different  cultures  organize.  This  time  around  the 
health  crisis.  Of  course,  the  Amercans  are  the  most 
fascmating  We'll  do  just  about  anything.  Publisher 
Chuck  Ortleb  suggested-well,  actually  screamed  in  a 
Native  cover  story-that  researcher  Bobby  Gallo  should 
be  imprisoned.  This  is  heady  stuff!  But,  my  dear,  thisi 
isn't  terribly  noteworthy  for  an  American  audience  All 
American  interest  groups  make  noises.  The  queens  are 
just  more  theatrical  and  imaginative  in  the  public 
arena.  r 

I  m  afraid  Altman’s  book  reads  as  though  it  were 
written  in  haste,  rushing  it  out  as  soon  as  possible 
1  his  is  the  generous  interpretation.  On  the  other  hand 


Dennis,  who's  been  scurrying  about  these  past  15 
years,  speaking  at  rallies,  conventions,  etc.,  on  call 
may  have  run  out  of  things  to  say,  switched  to 
automatic  pilot  and  is  coasting  on  the  same  old  tired 
rap.  Were  I  he,  I’d  worry  a  little  less  about  The JFil 
and  a  little  more  about  being  done  in  by  Termin 
illness,  that  last  terminal  from  which  there  is  no  em- 

b  rlCindy  Patton's  marvelous  new  book,  Sex  & Germs: 
The  politics  of  AIDS,  is  the  welcome  surprise  of  the 
season.  Patton's  book,  I'm  sure,  was  written  under  as 
much  deadline  pressure  as  Altman  s,  and  yet  Pa  on, 
charming  and  thoughtful  writer,  has  create  a  oo 
full  of  ideas,  meditations,  struggle  and  insight,  bhe 
begins:  "AIDS  cannot  be  viewed  outside  the  quest  tor 
sexual  liberation."  This  is  the  contender  for  the  most 

salient  comment  on  the  plague  to  date.  _ 

What  Patton  has  achieved  is  to  give  the  AIDh 
discussion,  which  so  far  has  been  virtually  monopoliz¬ 
ed  by  medical  cant  and  pop-sociological-therapy 
jargon,  a  deep  political  vocabulary  and  context.  Pat¬ 
ton,  a  lesbian  activist,  a  former  editor  of  Gay  Communi¬ 
ty  News,  now  an  editor  of  Bad  Attitude,  and  generally  a 
feisty  scrapper,  sees  the  politics  in  everything.  She  has 
fun  with  the  easy  targets— the  AIDS  conference  in 
Atlanta,  the  hapless  Heckler,  the  Mormon  Mason  and 
the  career-hungry  homophobes  in  the  hemo- 
nuckstering  business.  But  there's  more:  how  the 
medical  business  and  the  drug  companies  (the 
pharmaceuticals — the  word  is  derived  from  the  Greek 
"to  practice  witchcraft")  only  seek  diagnostics  and 
treatments  for  ''popular,''  i.e.  profit-making, 
disorders. 

Patton  is  brilliant  on  how  AIDS  is  bringing  around 
the  faggots  to  a  perspective  radical  women  have  long 
had  vis  a  vis  the  "health  industries."  For  sexually  ac¬ 
tive  faggots,  health  care  came  down  to  quick  testing 
and  VD  treatment.  The  AIDS  plague,  Patton  argues, 
plunges  the  gay  community  into  radical  criticism  of 
health  brokers.  Suddenly  the  chic  in  faggotry  is  atten¬ 
tion  to  body-awareness,  which  isn’t  negating  of  the 
ideology  of  sexual  discovery  and  pleasure,  rather  a 
further  implementation  of  the  possibility  of  openings 
and  frontier  explorations.  The  joy  the  press  had  in 
New  York  Mayor  Koch's  recent  closing  of  the  Mine 
Shaft  had  little  to  do  with  the  actual  foci  of  current  gay 
crucibles.  Alas,  the  Mine  Shaft,  though  a  gay  space, 
was  passe  and,  dare  I  use  the  word,  retro.  We  need  a 
solid  vision  of  ourselves  and  a  coherent  mass  for  ac¬ 
tion.  But  in  the  AIDS-Age  of  RayGun,  ideology  is  a 
scorned  thing  (except  for  that  most  hated  minortity  of 
all— the  super  rich),  even  though  it  is  essential  and  po¬ 
tent. 

There  are  two  other  issues  on  which  Patton  is  par¬ 
ticularly  strong.  First  is  her  probing  of  the  idea  and  im¬ 
plementation  of  gay  identity.  Though  gay  identity  and 
coming  out  are  now  givens,  few  have  analyzed  their 
bases  and  functions  in  our  society.  Though  Patton, 
briefly,  goes  into  deep  analysis  of  the  signification  of 
gay  identity,  she  assumes  it  is  a  positive  thing  and  ex¬ 
plores  how  the  process  of  fixing  and  spreading  gay 
identity  options  survives  and  adapts  when,  with 
AIDS,  the  advertisers  of  Reaction  are  hammering 
away  at  it  with  the  most  primitive  hatreds  and  fears. 

Secondly,  Patton  is  the  best  writer  to  date  on  the 
chasm  that  seemed  to  exist  between  the  decade- 
seasoned  politicals  in  the  gay  movement  and  the  new 
crop  of  activists  who  organized  around  the  health 
issue.  Patton  boldly  claims:  "Because  of  possible  new 
interactions  between  lesbian  and  gay  organizing  and 
traditional  sources  of  structural  power,  AIDS  will  pro¬ 
ve  to  be  a  major  watershed  of  gay  and  lesbian  organiz¬ 
ing,  whether  tenured  activists  like  it  or  not."  The 
realm  of  the  medical  seems  to  open  more  vistas  than 
does  the  convention  of  politics,  a  testimony  to  the 
shallowness  ,  of  creative  imagination  in  revisioning 
social  structures.  Ours  is  a  strange  society  of  confla 
tions. 

It's  always  completely  refreshing  to  come  upon 
somebody  s  work  that  is  truly  repulsive.  Larry 
Kramer  fills  the  bill  nicely.  His  The  Normal  Heart 
though  weirdly  a  successful  play  running  in  New  York 
is  more  an  odd,  revealing  diagram  of  pathology— this 
time  of  the  mental  type,  not  somatic.  It's  been  a  long 
time  since  I've  read  anything  filled  with  such  a  per 
sonal  and  committed  sense  of  Lack  of  Appreciation 

tH^H ShKr  P  agU^‘  Thte  fHghtening  part  is  not  just 
the  death  Kramer  depicts— which,  strangely,  seems 

store-window  dummy-sized,  and  posited  only  as  par? 
of  the  author  s  posturing.  As  almost  an  apologia  porsua 
careering.  I  think  what's  most  shocking  abo™ 

S  f.f5pr0aCJ1 10  AIDS‘  and  the  fear  *  has  spread! 
s  that  it  all  is  used  as  reason  to  scorn  those  who  didn't 

listen  to  him  early  on.  One  wonders  if  Kramer  had  liv¬ 
ed  in  San  Francisco  instead  of  bitchy  ambition 
poisoned  Gotham  whether  his  play  would  have  been 
so  screechy,  so  full  of  The  Prophet  Scorned 

I  happen  to  regard  good  polemical  writing  as  a 
significant  achievement,  something  little  seen  in  our 
culture.  Kramer's  Normal  Heart  is  clearly  intended  as 
polemic,  but  he  opts  for  volume  and  accusation  when 
skills  of  manipulation  and  legerdemain  are  needed 
Most  of  us,  over  the  years,  have  probably  been  to  too 
many  gay '  meetings  and  we  realize  that  volume  s  Z 
enough.  What  is the  penultimate  creepiness  is  tha 

^ar,rKPerSOna  iZeS  the  grief  and  traSedy  he  cLS 
so  that  he  can  claim  it!  Making  a  proprietary  nut  S 

mass  misery.  This  is  hubris  on  a  scale  that,  even  in  the 

po^onous  eschelons  of  ladder-climbing,  shoots  paS 

the  highest  reacting.  Kramer  has  shunted  asSe-atie! 
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ill,  he's  no  fool— practically  all  the  subtler  ways  of 
naking  his  case  in  favor  of  this  autobiography  of  ac- 
:usation.  He  even  indulges  the  anti-value  solipcism 
hat  he  in  fact  may  be  a  healthy  carrier  of  AIDS,  infec- 
ing  and  killing  off  his  lovers.  This  nasty  child  poses  as 
rhe  Bad  Boy  of  Olympus,  toying  with  us  mere  mortals 
ind  inflicting  his  strange  theatrics  as  news  from  the 
ront.  That  The  Normal  Heart  was  such  a  box  office  hit 
n  New  York  testifies  to  three  things:  the  power  of  sell- 
ng  guilt;  the  vulnerability  of  many  people  in  the 
:limate  of  panic;  and  the  triumph  of  the  auto¬ 
biographical  over  the  imaginative. 

Happily,  literary  events  often  happen  in  pairs, 
rwo  Judy  Garland  books.  Two  Jackie  Kennedy  books, 
rwo  Monty  Clift  books.  Two  plays  about  AIDS,  pitch¬ 
ed  at  the  same  market,  now  both  available  as  books. 

William  Hoffman's  As  Is  takes  us  through  terrain 
similar  to  that  in  The  Normal  Heart,  grim  reaper  com¬ 
peting  sit-coms  of  interchangeable  people,  sort  of  I 
jOve  Lucy  and  The  Donna  Reed  Show,  both  of  whom  get 
he  bad  news  from  Ben  Casey.  But  Hoffman  has  the 
:ourage  that  Kramer  lacks.  He  sticks  to  the  human 
irama.  And  does  it  well.  Where  Kramer  is  the  kvetch, 
loffman  remembers  the  joy  before  the  plague,  when 
ack  DeVeau  was  the  MGM  to  our  people  and 
something  quite  fabulous  happened.  And  yet,  and 
?et... Hoffman,  simply  because  he  is  more  talented 
hat  Kramer,  only  succeeds  in  more  cleverly  hiding 
he  troubling  question  posed  by  both  plays.  How  can 
?ou  make  compelling  theatre  out  of  death  and  dying? 
nVithout  any  understanding  of  causation,  the  work  can 
lever  be  tragic.  If  tailored  to  middle-class  expectations 
for  example,  the  silly  and  unnecessary  scenes  with 
brothers  in  both  plays),  then  the  message  is  just  sen- 
imental  and  cheap.  I  think  the  job  requires  entirely 
"iew  ways  of  conceptualizing.  With  so  many  responses 
o  AIDS  falling  into  the  bureaucratic  mode,  I  would 
iate  to  see  the  writing  output  follow  suit. 

I  have  only  one  prescription:  the  writing  on  AIDS, 
pq  all  levels— medical,  theatrical,  novelistic  and 
eportage— requires  more  brilliant  schizophrenics, 
nore  visionaries  with  that  gift  of  oblique  seeing,  all 
.00  lacking  in  the  grey  grittiness  in  the  AIDS-Age  of 
RayGun-Amerika. 


'  Barbara  Peabody’s  son,  Peter,  1980 


BARBARA  PBABODY 

Living  and  Dying 
Day-  by-Day 


Epidemic  of  Courage:  Facing 
AIDS  in  America 

Lon  G.  Nungasser 

St.  Martin's  Press,  New  York,  1986 

$15.95,  225pp. 

The  Screaming  Room 

Barbara  Peabody 

Oak  Tree  Publications,  San  Diego,  1986 
$15.95,  245pp. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

It  is  not  surprising  that,  less  than  a  year  after 
AIDS  really  began  making  headlines,  both 
mainstream  and  alternative  presses  jumped  on  the 
bandwagon  with  a  plethora  of  publications. 
Needless  to  say,  all  of  the  medical  books  were  out 
of  date  even  before  they  hit  the  shelves.  The  few 
novels  that  have  appeared  have  been  tainted  by  the 
medic -pathique  genre,  and  it  is  surely  a  sign  of  the 
emotional  havoc  wrought  by  the  syndrome  that 
there  have  been  very  few  socially  analytical  works 
on  the  topic.  Books  detailing  personal  experiences 
with  AIDS  are  now  just  beginning  to  be 
published— the  more  intimate,  less  scientific 
approach  should  ensure  a  large  readership— but  if 
these  first  two  are  any  indication,  the  results  are 
decidedly  mixed. 

Lon  Nungasser,  author  of  Epidemic  of  Courage, 
has  been  diagnosed  as  having  AIDS  himself  and 
has  compiled  a  book  of  13  interviews  of  both 
people  with  AIDS  and  those  who  are  close  to  them. 
Clearly  his  intention  was  to  allow  those  most 
affected  by  the  syndrome  to  bear  witness  as  to  how 
it's  changed  their  lives— on  the  whole  a  good  idea 
since  most  of  what  we  do  read  about  the  situation  is 
either  too  abstract  or  an  overly  sentimentalized, 
third  person  account.  Unfortunately  Epidemic  of 
Courage  is  pretty  much  a  failure.  Nungasser  has  a 
set  list  of  questions— they  vary  a  bit  in  each 
interview—  which  has  more  to  do  with  his  own 
agenda  than  with  the  people  with  whom  he  is 
speaking. 

Nungasser  is  an  ordained  Baptist  minister  and 
a  psychologist.  Unfortunately  the  worst  aspects  of 
both  these  professions  evidence  themselves  in  his 
questions.  By  far  the  worst  question  in  the  whole 
book— and  while  not  representative,  it  is  still 
vindictive— boggles  the  mind  as  it  cries  out  for 
more  editing. 

It  sounds  like  perhaps  the  thing  we've  all 
learned  is  that  recreational  sex  isn't  just  for  fun  and 
that  we  can't  just  objectify  ourselves  and  other 
people  like  we  were  animals,  but  in  fact  all  sex 
affirms  us.  It  affirms  our  core  character  regardless 
of  whether  or  not  we're  aware  of  it  on  a  conscious 
level.  All  sex  is  affirmational. 

It  is  a  shame  that  the  printed  page  cannot 
convey  the  nuance  of  the  spoken  word,  since  the 
person  being  interviewed,  Mark  Wood,  the  lover 
of  a  man  with  AIDS,  only  replies:  "Oh,  yeah,”  a 
phrase  which  could  mean  many  things—  including 
sheer  surrender  to  the  inanity  of  the 
question— depending  upon  its  inflection. 
Sometimes  Nungasser's  psychobabble  even 
obscures  exactly  what  he  is  trying  to  say.  At  one 
point  he  asks  Lu  Chaikin,  a  lesbian  therapist  in  San 
Francisco  whose  colleague  had  died  of  AIDS: 

In  the  obituary  in  the  Bay  Area  Reporter  you 
shared  the  one  thing  that  Gary  had  given  you  was 
to  teach  you  about  love.  Would  you  care  to 
describe  what  you  meant  by  that? 


Most  of  Nungasser's  problem  is  that  he  wants 
to  "share"  too  much  with  his  subjects  and  never 
allows  them  the  space  to  relate  their  own  lives  and 
feelings  to  the  reader.  And  every  now  and  then,  t 
Nungasser  comes  up  with  some  opinions  which  are 
real  corkers,  and  which  he  just  has  to  share  with  us. 
In  response  to  a  brother  of  a  man  who  has  died  of 
AIDS  saying  that  his  sibling  identified  with 
Marilyn  Monroe  the  interviewer  replies:  "Well, 
our  lives  as  gay  men  are  pretty  tragic  because  of 
our  romantic  pains;  I  can  see  the  identification  in 
this  way."  One's  response  to  remarks  like  this  is  to 
think  that  Epidemic  of  Courage,  to  paraphrase 
Dorothy  Parker,  is  not  a  book  to  be  tossed  off 
lightly— it  should  be  thrown  with  a  vengeance.  Or 
on  a  more  personal  level,  to  laugh  out  loud  when 
Nungasser  quotes  an  interview  with  gay  writer 
Armistead  Maupin  who  states,  "the  only  thing 
more  fucked  up  than  a  gay  priest  is  a  gay 
psychologist." 

It  is  too  bad  that  the  people  interviewed  in 
Epidemic  of  Courage  are  not  better  served  by 
Nungasser.  Clearly,  there  is  a  real  need  to  hear 
from  people  who  have  AIDS,  if  we  are  to  come 
to  any  understanding  of  how  to  conduct 
ourselves  — personally  and  as  a  com¬ 
munity— during  this  time. 

At  first  glance  The  Screaming  Room  looks 
terrible.  It  is  subtitled  A  Mother's  Journal  of  her  Son's 
Struggle  with  AIDS:  A  True  Story  of  Love,  Dedication 
and  Courage.  This  is  material  which  seems  ripe  for 
a  TV  movie  with  Colleen  Dewhurst.  But  what  at 
first  seems  as  though  it  might  become  a  sudser 
about  Mother  Love  o*  par  with  Stella  Dallas  turns 
out  to  be  an  exacting  and  sometimes  excruciatingly 
detailed  account  of  a  death.  In  its  short  lifetime 
AIDS  has  been  surrounded  by  myths,  metaphors, 
medical  jargon,  or  overly  sentimentalized 
reportage.  Many  people,  both  writers  and  readers, 
would  like  to  forget  that  it  is  a  disease  which  has  a 
devestating  impact  on  the  human  body.  Few 
people  have  yet  to  fully  comprehend  the 
immediate  impact  of  AIDS  in  realistic,  material 
terms. 

What  Barbara  Peabody  has  done  in  The 
Screaming  Room,  an  account  of  her  son  Peter's 
death  from  AIDS,  is  to  give  us  a  full  physical 
account.  Without  sparing  feelings  or  details,  she 
tells  us  what  happens  to  the  body,  what  drugs  are 
given,  what  they  do  and  don't  do,  how  the  body 
responds  to  endless  bouts  of  diarrhea  and  to  brain 
infections  which  render  the  person  confused  and 
helpless.  The  strength  of  The  Screaming  Room  is  in 
its  physical  descriptions  which  makes  the 
syndrome  more  understandable  as  we  can  see 
more  clearly  what  it  is  and  does. 

Written  in  a  strong,  personal  style,  The 
Screaming  Room  also  recounts  the  struggle  of  a 
mother's  feelings  about  her  son  and  his  death.  At 
times  the  book  feels  a  little  white- washed:  Barbara 
Peabody  seems  to  have  few  emotional  conflicts 
over  her  son's  sexual  orientation,  or  even  any  of  the 
usual  problems  which  arise  in  families.  But 
Peabody  avoids  most  of  the  self-indulgent  pitfalls 
of  this  sort  of  journal  keeping.  The  importance  of 
The  Screaming  Room,  for  gay  men  or  anyone  else 
who  may  have  to  deal  with  the  physical  realities  of 
AIDS,  is  the  hard-edged  realism  of  its  approach. 
Cutting  through  theories,  tears,  and  sentiment, 
Peabody  brings  us  face  to  face  with  the  everyday 
horrors— both  physical  and  emotional— of 
someone  attempting  to  deal  with  the  undeniable 
fact  of  death.  It  is  something  that  few  people  want 
to  read,  and  even  fewer  want  to  write,  but  for  this 
alone  The  Screaming  Room  deserves  attention. 
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RENEWING  OR  REVIEWING? 

CALL  HERE 

Nancy  Greenwood  Smith 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 

Focusing  on  women’s  insurance  needs, 
both  personal  and  professional 

40  Hampshire  St.,  Lawrence,  MA  01840  (617)  683-7676 


Boston-PWA 

Continued  from  page  3 
what  their  personal  agenda 
is,”  said  Newman.  “We’re  going 
to  have  to  be  flexible  enough  to  ac¬ 
cept  all  Boston  PWAs  and 
PWARCs  and  meet  their  needs  if 
we  can.” 

“We  made  the  mistake  of  focus¬ 
ing  in  on  all  these  different 
taskforces  to  do  politics,  newslet¬ 
ter,  media  watch,  etc.,”  said 
Allen.  “Our  focus  right  now  is 
very  limited.  Our  first  step  is  emo¬ 


tional  support,  getting  people 
together,  becoming  an  organiza¬ 
tion  with  a  statement  of  purpose. 
Our  future  goals  are  to  be  more 
politically  active  in  terms  of  em¬ 
powerment. 

Newman  stressed  that  people 
“don’t  have  to  become  a  part  of 
our  organization,  they’re  just 
welcome.  There  are  not  going  to  be 
tasks  and  chores  demanded  of 
people:  ‘You’re  here,  okay,  you’re 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Your  Relationship  Is  In  Trouble 

when  you  wonder  if  your  lover  is  cheating ... 
when  sex  is  unsatisfying.  .  .when  you  no  longer 
talk  or  have  fun  together. .  .when  the  fights  keep 
getting  worse. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


CIRCLE  CHIROPRACTIC 


HEALTH  NETWORK 

Dr.  Wendy  Caro,  DC 
Dr.  |an  Rising,  DC 


380  Washington  Street,  Brighton,  MA  02135  (617)  789-4290 


Daverik  Associates 


PLASTERING  &  REMODELING 

Commercial  —  Residential 


li 


Fred  Grimaldi 


282-3961 


VA  CA  TION  ELA  TION 

— Adventure  &  Relaxation  Ideas,  Near  &  Far — 


San  Francisco ’s 

premier  guesthouse 


v-  ‘•••I  o 


Dolores  Street 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

Affordable  rates. 

Call  or  write  for  info. 

(415)  861-5887 

38 1  Dolores  Si  San  F rancisco  94110 


CATCH  THE  FEVER 

N  SPEND  A  SPRING 

Y  WEEKEND  AT... 


lHUt° 

f  C£nTH&t1 


LODGING  NCARBV 

GOUfUTUT 

DINING  . 

Soaring 

DI/CO  Skiing 

LRK€  *a,,in9 

Movies 

85  RCRCS  /  hops 

SCRSONRL  RCTIVITI€S 

717-223-8484 

RD  *5  BOX  788 

East  Stroudsburg,  Pa  18301 


Greenhorn 

Farm 


RFD  Box  2260.  East  Hardwick.  VT  05836 
(802)  533-7772 

For  that  special  country  vacation,  — 
we  have  it  all! 

Horseback  riding  on  our 
own  gentle  horses. 


Hiking,  canoeing,  windsurfing  and  swimming  nearby. 
Mid-week  and  week-long  discounts. 


WOMEN-ONLY  SPACE 
OPEN  YEAR  'ROUND 


fh'e 

cHiEh  lands  Thn 


P  O.  Box  1 18G 
Valley  View  Lane 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574 
Innkeepers: 

Judi&  Grace 

603-869-3978 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  tire.  Peace  and  privacy  on  100 
secluded  acres.  Charming  guest  rooms, 
gracious  common  areas,  hot  tub.  Canoeing, 
hiking,  antiquing,  golf,  and  tennis  nearby. 
Make  this  a  summer  to  remember. 


Ofcr- 


Country 
Lodge 


1  390  Mountain  Rd. 
Stowe,  Vermont  05672 

Open  Year  Round 
Hosts 

Bill  Ramaskewich 
&*. 

Bill  Dangelo 

A  Treasure  Chest  of 
Vermont  Hospitality 
802-253-4772 


Blueberry  Cove 

A  children's  camp  for  adults. 

Mid-coast  Maine.  July-Sept. 
Cabins  Camping 

Wholefood  meals. 

Workshops  '86 
Creative  writing  with  Joan  Larkin 
Beginners  and  Intermediate 
Sailing  School 
Libana  (Eastern  European 
Song  and  Dance) 

Building  School  (Greenhouse 
addition) 

Women  in  Recovery 
Herbs  and  Healing 
Crowsfeet  Collective 
Family  Camp 
Sculpture 
Gardening 
Ceramics  in  the  Raw 

For  info  on  more  workshops, 
Write  for  brochure: 

Blueberry  Cove 
HCR  35  Box  520 
Tenants  Harbor,  ME 
04860 

207-372-6353 


160  Bradford  Street  ■  Prorincetoun.  MA  02631  ■  617-487 2283 
Ms  Mike  Vt  right.  Innkeeper 


going  to  do  the  lunch  and  the 
refresh’ — none  of  that  stuff.  It’s 
going  to  be,  ‘You’re  welcome. 
What  do  you  want  to  say?  What 
do  you  want  to  do?’  ” 

Organizing  PWAs  and 
PWARCs  presents  challenges 
because  health  is  an  ever-present 
issue.  “With  the  case  of  Boston- 
area  PWA,  a  lot  of  [our]  people 
are  sick,”  said  Allen,  “so  I  don’t 
think  a  bureaucratic  or  hierar¬ 
chical  structure  like  chairper¬ 
son  or  president  and  vice  is  going 
to  work.  Mr.  X  might  be  sick,  so  I 
think  it’s  going  to  have  to  be  a 
council  of  five  to  six  people  [as 
coordinators].”  “I  feel  silly  saying 
there  are  things  like  health  con¬ 
siderations,”  added  Newman, 
“because  right  now  I  feel  like  I 
could  lift  a  horse  if  I  had  to, 
but. . 

The  Boston-PWA  will  be 
soliciting  help  from  people  who  do 
not  have  AIDS  or  ARC  for  tasks 
such  as  typing  and  transportation. 
The  meetings,  however,  are  only 
for  PWAs  and  PWARCs,  and  will 
be  confidential.  The  next  meeting 
will  be  Monday,  June  2,  at  7  p.m. 
at  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  of¬ 
fice,  661  Boylston  Street.  For 
more  information  call  Seth 
Newman  at  (617)  262-4484  or 
leave  a  message  at  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee,  (617)  437-6200. 

Vigils 

Continued  from  page  1 

The  local  organizers  who  spoke 
to  GCN  were  unanimous  in  their 
support  for  future  actions. 
However,  Paul  Boneberg,  of 
Mobilization,  said  the  memorials 
cost  his  group  $5,000-10,000.  “We 
have  to  recover  our  seed  money  if 
we’re  going  to  do  this  again,”  said 
Boneberg,  “and  the  community 
has  to  ask  itself,  do  they  want  this 
to  happen  next  year?” 

—filed  from  Boston 


Sliding  Scale 

Accounting 
Bookkeeping 
Financial  Planning 


specializing  in 
smaller  businesses 
and  all  size  non-profit 


bilingual 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations,  AA  groups.  Pars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organuahons.  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
elc  .etc  ,  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too1 ) 
USA  &  CANAOA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3  50:  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3  50;  Alabama.  Arkansas. 
N  &  S.  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Louisiana.  Mississippi,  Missouri.  New 
Mexico  Oklahoma.  Puedo  Rico,  Tennessee. 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3  50:  Connecticut 
Delaware,  District  ol  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont,  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  tor  men 
$20.  the  rest  ol  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada  men  s  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station, 
NY.  NY  10014  212-929-7720  All  hooks  discreetly 
by  tirst  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  contiden-- 
tiai  To  list  a  business  or  organization  or  lor  further 
information  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business  size  envelope  Please  contact  us  lor 
prices  oulside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St..  Toronto.  Ontario  M4't 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 
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REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 


Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

2 77  Northampton  Street 

Boston 


M  looks  like  a  b«q  commercial  garaqe 
bul  ihere  are  all  ibese  weird  iillie 
things  about  it  Reggae  music  is 
blasting  away  signs  lor  political  and 
union  meetmqs  are  taped  up  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman  and 
sometimes  it  s  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
charge  J  A  S  has  been  Boston  s  hip 
pest  garage  to r  years  and  years  and 


for  the  last  lew  years,  it  s  also  been 
the  oest  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up  So 
over  the  years  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques,  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything  Their 
speciality  is  still  the  prepollulion 
equipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants  those  classics  of 
reliability  But  they  re  ready  for 
anythinq  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
the  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
The  Brinks  Job 


tRepnnteci  tmm  Real  Paper  Best  of  Boston  f-aii  1980 ) 


BODY  WORK  TOO 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 


One  Block  From  Mass  Ave  8usline 


267-0300 


STANHOPE 

•—FRAMERS—1 

Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 

Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  eleven  years 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 


Please  visit  both  our  locations 


411  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  021 15 
262-0787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02143 

by  appointment  only 
666-2000 


MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


Homophobia  in  the  Left 

Continued from  page  2 


Ewing  responded  that  every 
issue  is  going  to  offend  somebody. 
“If  that  wasn’t  true,  then  there’s 
no  such  thing  as  homophobia 
[etc.]  and  we  would  have  the  world 
that  we  want.  We  bring  up  issues 
because  we  want  to  win  people 
over  to  those  issues.  But  we  have 
to  think  about  what  to  bring  up  at 
the  time.”  She  added,  “I  want  to 
win.  I  don’t  want  to  be  pure  and 
get  trampled  every  other  day.” 

Other  activists  noted  that  even 
lesbian/gay  issues  and  organiza¬ 
tions  are  frequently  pitted  against 
each  other.  Citing  Gov.  Dukakis’ 
appearances  at  AIDS  Action 
Committee  fundraisers,  one  gay 
man  said,  “I  wouldn’t  want  to  do 
anything  to  take  any  money  away 
from  AIDS,  but  I  don’t  think  we 
can  allow  him  to  use  AIDS  sup¬ 
port....  He’s  smart  enough  to 
know  he’s  set  us  [gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  working  against  the  foster 
policy  and  those  fighting  AIDS] 
against  each  other. ...” 

Discussion  facilitator  John 
Whyte  also  criticized  the  implicit 
homophobia  in  recent  publicity 


for  the  AIDS  Action  Committee 
“Walk  for  Life”  in  which 
“women  are  [pictured]  in  little 
skirts  with  men  and 
babies ..  .there  are  no  male 
couples  because,  of  course,  those 
people  don’t  get  AIDS.”  He  said 
he  understood  the  intent  was  to 
appeal  to  a  broad  spectrum  of  peo¬ 
ple,  but  “it  made  me  feel  as  if  I 
wasn’t  entirely  welcome.” 

While  audience  members  seem¬ 
ed  to  agree  that  the  politics  of  les¬ 
bian/gay  liberation  are  essential  to 
any  strategy  for  building  a  new 
society,  they  also  concurred  that 
especially  today,  even  supportive 
progressive  groups  may  feel  too 
vulnerable  to  take  actions  they 
believe  will  risk  other  short-term 
gains. 

So  how  do  we  raise  homophobia 
in  progressive  groups  or  not-so- 
progressive  groups,  and  how  do 
we  make  lesbian/gay  liberation 
part  of  every  movement’s  agenda? 
In  the  final  strategy  session  of  the 
evening,  activists  working  in  a 
range  of  progressive  groups  of¬ 
fered  ideas.  A  lesbian  in  the  bat¬ 


tered  women’s  movement  said  ad¬ 
dressing  homophobia  and  racism 
together  had  given  new  weight  to 
both  issues  in  the  shelter  com¬ 
munity.  A  Black  lesbian  suggested 
that  lesbians  and  gay  men  offer  ad¬ 
vice  and  guidance  to  straight  peo¬ 
ple  interested  in  fighting 
homophobia,  but  “not  do  the 
work... have  the  heterosexual 
men  and  women  do  the  work  and 
have  them  accountable  to 
you... It’s  not  our  responsibility 
to  teach  them. .  .Just  like  it’s  not 
my  responsibility  to  teach  white 
people  about  racism.”  Another 
lesbian  said  she  agreed  in  theory, 
but  that  “I  think  we  end  up  doing 
the  work.  It’s  us  that  will  do  the 
pushing.  1  sort  of  don’t  want  to 
leave  it;  they’ll  mess  it  up.” 

Whyte  suggested  that  while  rais¬ 
ing  homophobia  in  an  explicitly 
political  context  is  important,  “to 
be  out  in  a  day-to-day  more  mun¬ 
dane  way”  is  even  more  significant 
in  the  long  run.  He  said  casual  con¬ 
versations  have  allowed  him  to 
more  successfully  raise  political 
issues  when  they  do  come  up. 


*  INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/COUPLE 

•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY  «VJ  . 


ySXC 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

“'ll)  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02IY9 
6|Z  153  1500 


THE  BUSINESS  GUIDE 


This  guide  provides  a  listing  of  lesbian-  and  gay-owned, 
staffed, or  supportive  businesses  and  services.  For  details  about 
having  your  business  listed  for  just  $100  per  year,  please  call 
Laurie  Sherman  at  (617)  426-4469. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  CTR 
15  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD.  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

CABINET  MAKING 

GREAT  EASTERN  WOODWORKS 
ELIZABETH  REGAN 
Howard  Street 
Wilton,  NH  03086 
(603)  654-6730 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  NANCY  GROSSMAN 
1018  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-7703 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 


CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 

482-4662 

CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

COMPUTER  CONSULTING 

JUDY  HOUSMAN 

MICROSOLVE 

285  Harvard  St.  206 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

354-2365 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1 259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
782-1952 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

B.B.V.M.  ELECTRICAL 
296-0553 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 
WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 


INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS, CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

MARGARET  M.  LAPRE 

INSURANCE 

697  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-8187 

ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  021  74 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 

LABWORK 

STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westborough,  MA  01581 
366-8576 

DORCHESTER  COUNSELING 
Ron  Woolson,  LICSW 
35  Juliette  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
288-1457 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION,  INC. 

186/2  Hampshire  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING,  cont. 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
Room  219 
542-5188 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA  Counseling 
1 10  Orchard  St. 

Somerville  Ma.  02144 
628-6988 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 

16  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 

293-2267 

MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 

641-1234 

MUSCLE  THERAPY 

ANDREW  HANES 
WHOLE  HEALTH  CROUP 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 


PLASTERING 

DAVERIK  ASSOCIATES 
FRED  GRIMALDI 
2  Woodworth  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
282-3961 
PRINTING 
RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 
PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 
REAL  ESTATE 
BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 
CENTURY  21 
DAVID  VIEIRA 
63  Fairmount  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-3400/800-323-2380 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  No.  31 
The  Arcade  Bldg. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  Estate  Brokerage  &  Investment! 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 

536-8700 

ROLFING 

LISA  TACKLEY 

Certified  Rolfer 

45  Newbury  St.,  #333 

Boston,  MA  02116 

782-1952/266-8584 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 

P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 

Boston,  MA  02123 

282-7078 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC  SERVICES 
Linda  Hall,  Jan  Savoy, 

152  Plymouth  St. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
294-1948 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 

Somerville,  MA  02145 
776-4340 
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REBECCA  RANSON'S 
"WARREN" 

A  TRUE  STORY  ABOUT  AIDS,  DIRECTED  BY  MICHAEL  KEARNS. 
THE  FIRST  EAST  COAST  APPEARANCE  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  LOS 
ANGELES  CAST,  AT  THE  NEW  EHRLICH  THEATRE,  AT  THE 
BOSTON  CENTER  OF  THE  ARTS,  539  TREMONT  STREET,  BOSTON. 
PREMIERE  PERFORMANCE  AND  CHAMPAGNE  RECEPTION  JUNE 
12, 8  PM,  $25.00;  JUNE  13, 14  7  PM  AND  9  PM,  JUNE  15, 7:30 TICKETS 
$10.00.  TO  BENEFIT  THE  AIDS  ACTION  COMMITTEE. 


DANCE  TO  LIFE 

MUSIC,  DANCING,  ENTERTAINMENT  TO  BENEFIT  THE  FENWAN 
COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER  AND  THE  AIDS  ACTIOF 
COMMITTEE,  FEATURING  D.J.  ROBBIE  LESLIE  FROM  THE  SAIN' 
AND  THE  PALLADIUM  IN  N.Y.C.,  AT  THE  BOSTON  CENTER  FOR  THI 
ARTS,  CYCLORAMA  HALL,  539  TREMONT  STREET,  BOSTON 
SATURDAY,  JUNE,  14,  9  PM  -  2  AM,  TICKETS  $12.00  IN  ADVANCE 
$15.00  AT  THE  DOOR. 


TICKETS  FOR  ALL  THREE  EVENTS  ARE  AVAILABLE  AT  THE  FOLLOWING 
LOCATIONS:  BOSTIX,  FANEUIL  HALL  MARKETPLACE;  BOX  OFFICE  VIDEO, 
160  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON;  GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP,  43  WINTER  STREET, 
BOSTON;  ODEON,  558  TREMONT  STREET,  BOSTON; 

COPLEY  FLAIR,  581  BOYLSTON  STREET,  BOSTON. 
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Classifieds 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  if  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM.  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well.  0 

PERSONALS _ 

Visiting  Vegas?  Tony,  strght  acting  32 
y,  5-11,  155  br/bl,  Fr/P  seeks  under  38, 
taller  Fr/A  for  swimming  and  fun.  Send 
photo  to:  PO  Box  13722,  Las  Vagas,  NV 
89112. _ (44) 

“WITHOUT  FINANCIAL 
INTEREST” 

You  are  looking  for  contact  to  West 
Germany?  You  want  to  travel  to  W.  Ger¬ 
many  and  are  looking  for  private  ac¬ 
comodation?  You  want  to  find  a  pen- 
friend?  Do  you  want  German  people  to 
pay  a  visit  to  you  and  your  country. 
Then  there  is  one  good  possibility  for 
you.  Why  not  publish  a  personal  ad  in 
ROSA  FLIEDER,  the  major  gay 
magazine  of  W.  Germany?  Please  write 
in  German,  English  or  French  with 
typewriter  and  send  it  to:  ROSA 
FLIEDER,  Postfach  910  480  -8500 
Nuernberg  91,  W.  Germany.  Please 
enclose  three  international  postal 
coupons. 

Bundesrepublik  Deutschland.  Du 
suchst  kcntake  nach  West 
deutschland?  Du  willst  dorthin  reisen 
un  privat  unterkommen?  Du  willst  eine 
Brieffreundin  Oder  einen  Brieffrund 
finden?  Du  mochtest,  dab  dich  Deutsch 
einmal  besuchen.  Dann  gibtes  eine 
gunstige  Gelengenheit  dazu  durch  eine 
private  Kleinaneige  in  der 
Schwulenzeitschrift  ROSA  FLEIDER. 
Bitte  schreibe  in  Deutsch,  Englisch 
Oder  Franzosisch  un  mit  Schreib- 
maschine  an:  ROSA  FLIEDER, 
Postfach  910  480,  D-8500  Nurnberg  91. 
Fur  die  Bearbeitungskosten  lege  bitte 
drei  intern.  Antwort-coupons  bei.  Verof- 
fenltlichung  unter  Chiffre  ist  nicht 
moglich, _ (48) 

Shy  L  36,  sks  L  34-40  as  partner  for  cam¬ 
ping,  concerts,  movies,  dining  out. 
Reclusive  &  independent  by  nature,  I’m 
a  hard  nut  to  crack  but  enjoy  occa¬ 
sional  trips  out  from  my  shell,  can  be 
caring  &  open  with  the  right  dyke. 
Smoker  or  smoke  tolerance  a  must, 
looks  aren’t  important.  Box  85. _ (46) 

GBF  41,  South  Shore  area.  Looking  for 
friendship.  Discretion  a  must.  Color  not 
important-Candor  is.  Box  84, _ (47) 

LF,  29,  strong,  sensitive,  likes  to  hang 
out,  laugh  play  music,  travel,  write, 
seeks  compatible  spirit  for  friendship 
and  intimacy.  Box  86. _ (50) 

LF  33,  womyn  identified,  sensitive,  gen- 
tie,  intell.  sks  smlr  for  friends  or  poss 
relationshp.  Int.  inc.  feminist,  progress, 
politics,  books  film,  womyn’s  music.  If 
you  like  good  talks,  good  fun  and  don’t 
usually  ans.  pers.  ads,  let’s  take  a 
chance  together.  PO  Box  2409,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238. _ (45) 

LF  38  Academic  -  teacher  and  student 
of  biology  and  psychology.  Sense  of 
humor,  responsible,  intellectual.  Look¬ 
ing  for  fun,  dinners  out,  movies,  talks, 
warmth,  and  romance.  Eventually  com¬ 
mitted  relationship.  6  Lorigan  Rd. 
Hopkinton,  MA  01748. _ (45) 

Banker  30  LF  attractive.  If  like  me, 
you’d  choose  intelligence  over  looks, 
integrity  over  materialism,  candor  over 
pretension,  optimism  over  cynicism, 
women  over  wimin  &  humor  over  all, 
write!  Box77. _ (48) 

Gay  Black  male  30,  5’10,  160  lbs  seeks 
gay  White  male.  Especially  interested 
in  over  40  and  chubby,  but  not  ex¬ 
clusive.  Please  respond  to  PO  Box 
1987,  Jamica  PLain  MA  02130.  (48) 

DO  NOT  BE  COY  DEAR  LADY 
GWF  in  40’s  wants  to  know  if  there  are 
any  womanly  poets  out  there.  PO  Box 
36,  Boston,  MA02113. _ (45) 

MGH  LESBIANS 

We're  looking  for  the  others!  We’re 
planning  a  get-together  and  would  love 
to  hear  from  you.  Confidential,  of 
course.  Box  number  55. _ (44) 

CLAIM  YOUR  OWN  EDUCATION! 
Goddard  College  offers  BA  &  MA 
degrees  with  self-designed  curriculum, 
project  based  learning,  emphasis  on 
social  change.  Experience  community 
living  at  our  rural  Vermont  campus, 
with  residences  for  single  parents, 
women’s  dorm,  men's  support  group. 
Or  study  at  home  through  our  Off- 
Campus  program.  Concentrations  in 
Feminist  Studies,  Psychology/Counsel¬ 
ing,  Business  and  leadership,  Writing 
and  Literature,  Multi-Cultural  Studies, 
Education,  Ecology,  Arts.  To  apply  for 
Fall'86,  write  or  call:  Admissions  Of¬ 
fice,  Goddard  College,  Plainfield,  VT 
05667,(802)  454-8311. _ (46) 

LF  23,  warm,  attractive,  sensitive  likes 
jogging,  dancing,  dining  out,  movies, 
P’town,  etc.  Let's  have  a  fun  summer. 
Box  81 _ (46) 

Bright,  attrac,  well  educated,  very  “out" 
LF,  35,  scholar/prof,  interested  in  emo¬ 
tional/spiritual  growth,  would  like  to 
meet  mature  career-orient,  honest, 
educated  LF  comfortable  with  my  per¬ 
sonal/political  commit  to  L  community. 
Box  82. _ (45) 

RACIAL  CONTENT  PROJECT 

Gen  needs  a  researcher  to  look  over  the 
last  six  months  of  issues  and  figure  the 
average  percentage  of  Third  World  con- 
tent.  Call  Loie,  426-4469. _ (C) 


CALIFORNIA  DREAMIN’ 

LF  41,  fantasizing  2-week  dream  vaca¬ 
tion  in  San  Fran  &  No.  CA.  seek  attrac¬ 
tive,  intelligent,  light-hearted  LF30+  to 
share  adventure,  expenses,  laughter  & 
?  Tryout  this  summer  in  New  England. 
Box  83.  (47) 

WOMYN  SPEAK  ON  WOMYN’S  SPACE 

SO  PRECIOUS  A  PLACE,  an  important, 
new  Lesbian  video  comes  to  Boston  in 
its  premier  showing! 

Saturday ,  June  7th, 

7  Temple  Street,  Cambridge 
*8  &  9:30  pm 
"Tickets  $4  6 

***For  more  information,  call  391-3411. 
8pm  showing  is  ASL  interpreted, 
building  is  accessible  to  wheelchair 
users.  Work  exchange  encouraged. 
_ (48) 

I  LOVE  YOU  SARA  K. 

I  want  to  compose  a  song  of  love. 

I  want  to  creat  a  poem. 

I  wanted  my  words 
To  speak  to  your  heart 
To  erase  forever 
Any  shadow  of  doubt 
Any  moments  of  question 
Any  lingering  fears 
To  renew  our  committment 
For  a  century  of  years. 

So  sentiment  strong, 

And  verse  too  long, 

Leaves  words  unspoken, 

Feelings  near  token, 

Wishes  unsaid, 

And  thought  in  my  head 
That  I’ll  never  say,  or 
Un-say  what  I  said! 

So,  I’ll  stop  here,  my  dove, 

Keep  my  feelings  of  love... 

'Till  I  get  home 

And  can  tell  you  in  person! 


HAPPY  4  YEARS,  JUNE  1! 


(45) 


ATTN:  TUFTS  ALUMS 

Come  to  the  2nd  Tufts  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alumni  renunion  on  June  27-29  in  NYC. 
Friday  night  party,  Saturday  dinner  and 
Sunday  Pride  March.  All  alums 
welcome.  For  more  info,  call  (718) 
4SB-7B41 _  (45) 

FORWARD  TOGETHER 
Are  you  planning  to  sell,  display,  give 
away  or  show  your  crafts,  literature, 
organization  or  talent  at  this  year’s 
Pride  Day?  Call  now  to  discuss  your 
plans  with  the  Pride  Planning  Commit¬ 
tee.  Product  info:437-7399  or  Food/ 
beverage  and  all  other  info:  391-3411 

_ (4?) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ON  LINE  AND  ACCESSIBLE! 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  has  our 
TTY/TDD  installed  and  ready  for  use! 
We  appreciate  the  gift  from  ‘one  of  our 
own’  and  feel  we  can  better  serve  the 
GCN  readership  by  broadening  our  ac¬ 
cessibility.  We  happily  become  ac¬ 
cessible  to  the  deaf  and  hearing  im¬ 
paired  community.  Our  TTY/TDD 
number  is  (617)  426-0332.  Spread  the 
word! _ (C) 

WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE 
IN  YOUR  ROOM 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights.  Help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre- 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6  PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door, _ (c) 


RESORTS 


SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 

"Tropicaly  perfect-Perfectly  tropical’’  (The 
Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free  brochure-Spindrift, 
1212  Simonton,  Key  West,  FI  3304.  (305) 
296-3432.  Flelen-Hostess. _ (43) 

CHECK  ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECKERINN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg,  apts,  also 
available.  1  block  bay,  open  year  'round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St.  P’town,  MA  02657. 

_ (£) 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charming,  les¬ 
bian  owned.  N.Y.  brownstone-only  one  subway 
stop  from  Manhattan.  Be  pampered  by  having 
breakfast  served  in  bed,  and  sipping  a  com¬ 
plimentary  bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information  call  (718)  625-2653.  The 
RADCLYFFE  HALL  or  (718)  522-2828.  (s17) 

GREENH0PE  FARM 

Woman-only  space  in  VT’s  Green  Mts.  offers 
special  summer  weekly  rates  now  through  Aug. 
15.  7  days  for  2/  breakfast  $200.  Horseback 
riding,  canoeing,  skinny  dipping.  Reserve  early. 
(802)  533-7772. _ (V14.7) 

LAKESHORE,  PRIVACY— .  MAINE 

Secluded  seductive  cabin-3  bedrooms, 
stone  fireplace,  Loons  at  nights.  June- 
Sept.  S.  Roberts,  2E,  758  Pelham 
PkwyS,  Bronx,  NY,  10462. _ (V14.3) 


PUBLICATIONS 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  236G,  SF,  CA 
94119. _ (VI 4. 18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs’  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington.  DC  20009. _  (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143.  (EX) 


FOR  SALE 


NORTH  CAMBRIDGE  HOUSE 

Well  situated  building  near  Porter  Sq. 
subway.  Currently  divived  in  to  three 
units.  Top  floor  unit  renovated  with  uni¬ 
que  interior  and  two  decks.  Owner  plan¬ 
ning  to  sell  entire  house,  or  two  large 
condominum  units.  Ideal  property  for 
group  house  or  joint  tennancy  with  2  or 
3  separate  apts.  Please  reply  to  GCN 
Box  79 _ (46) 

THE  EARLY  LESBIAN  GETS... 
Tickets  to  Michigan.  Must  sell.  Two 
5-day  passes.  Bargain  price,  $120  each. 
Call  547-2874  or  661-8111.  Eves  best. 
_ (44) 

LUV 

1981  CHEVY  LUV  PICK-UP  TRUCK 
W/ALUM.  CAMPER.  62,000  miles,  good 
cond,  new  tires.  $2900.  Call  Claire, 
522-5529  (weekends,  nts  or  leave 
message);  893-4682  Weekdays.  (44) 

RENAULT  LE  CAR 

1981  Le  Car-56000  mi.  Runs  well.  Starts 
even  in  coldest  weather.  New  sunroof, 
front  shocks.  Good  shape. 
Cambridge-876-7889.  $1700. _ (45) 


HELP  WANTED _ 

NURSE  PRACTIONER  ARNP 

OB/GYN  preferred,  will  consider  family 
or  adult,  for  e  days/wk.  Providing  well- 
woman,  gynecological  services.  Send 
resume  to:  Concord  Feminist  Health 
Center,  38  SO  Main  St.  Concord,  NH 
03301.  _ (44) 

ORDER  ENTRY  NEEDED-WOBURN 
Eager,  well  spoken  indiv.  needed  to 
answer  phone,  enter  orders  &  file  for 
small  print  shop.  Exc  benefits.  Call 
935-0101  for  interview.  Equal  opportuni- 
ty  employer. _ (46) 

PRINTERS  NEEDED-WOBURN 
Small  print  shop  needs  offset  printers. 
Full  &  parttime  pos. avail.  Exc  benefits. 
Call  935-0101  for  interview.  Equal  op- 
portunity  employer. _ (v14.3) 

FULL  CHARGE  BOOKEEPER 
For  nonprofit  organization.  Respon¬ 
sibilities:  daily  bookkeeping,  client  bill¬ 
ing,  monthly  accrual  statements,  finan¬ 
cial  analysis  for  two  related  but 
separate  organizations.  Four  years  ex¬ 
perience  and  abilty  to  work  in¬ 
dependently  required;  computer  ex¬ 
perience  strongly  preferred.  Full  health 
benefits,  4  weeks  vacation.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  by  June  15  to 
ICA,  58  Day  Street,  Somerville,  MA 
02144.  EOE. _ (45) 

EXPERIENCED  THERAPIST 
To  join  collectively  admin  group  prac¬ 
tice.  Pequod  Counseling,  est.  1970. 
Harv.  Sq.  For  info,  call  Rose-Mary  at 
354-6259. _ (46) 

Secretary  for  small  prog  law  firm.  Camb 
ridge  on  Red  line.  Good  typing.  $13000 
+  benefits.  Call  492.5085.  Legal  ex¬ 
perience  not  required. _ (46) 


ADVERTISING  Coordinator  at  Gay 

Community  News:  Obtain  display  ads 
and  develop  ad  strategies.  Billlings,  ad 
reps,  assist  w/design,  weekly  staff 
meetings,  collective  tasks.  Qualifica¬ 
tions:  Organizational,  recordkeeping, 
communication  skills.  Sales  or  related 
experience  helpful.  Commitment  to  les- 
bian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti- 
racist/anti-classist  politics,  and  collec¬ 
tive  decision-making.  Salary:  $180/wk 
rais  to  $200/week  exped  in  Dec. 
Substancial  benefits  include  4  wks 
paid  vacation.  GCN  Advertising  Search, 
167  Tremont  St.  Boston,  MA  02111. 
(617)  426-4469.  Gay  men/lesbians  of  col¬ 
or  encouraged  to  apply.  ’Phone  in- 
quiries  welcome.  Ask  for  Laurie.  (48) 

SERVICES  _ 

RECOVERY  FROM  ADDICTIONS 

Coping  with  life  after  we  no  longer 
abuse  alcohol,  drugs,  food,  etc.,  is  a 
painful  growth  process.  Therapy  for  ad¬ 
dicts  or  their  loved  ones.  Ms.  Berni 
Zisserson,  LICSW,  876-6995.  Insurance 
accepted. _ (Vi  4. 3) 

FREE  MEN’S  HAIRCUT 
Evenings,  M-F,  also  Sat.  &  Sun. 

Call  for  appointment 
Watertown,  926-5209 
_ (VI  3.50) 

SUREFORM  CONTRACTORS 
Experienced  interior  building  &  design 
Complete  Renovations  &  Restorations 
References  &  free  estimates 
Deirdre  Sinnott,  738-1294. 
_ _ (45) 

RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$25 

included  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 


ALL  FARES  ROUND  TRIP 


San  Juan 

$198 

Mexico  City 

$375 

London 

$398 

Montreal 

$78 

Denver 

$218 

Chicago 

$138 

Lima 

$599 

Hong  Kong 

$864 

Tokyo 

$759 

Bangkok 

$949 

Palm  Springs 

$238 

Toronto 

$103 

Seattle 

$238 

San  Francisco 

$198 

Los  Angeles 

$198 

Miami 

$99 

Montreal 

Weekend 

2  Nights 
& 

r/t  airfare 

$149 


Lowest  Prices  All  Airlines 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


Please  support 
our  advertisers! 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


.STATE. 


APT. 

ZIP 


PHONE  C 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  deafly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 

Head 
Lines 


Head 

Lines 


Bold  Headlines: 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


I 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

Business 

7.00 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Business 

.  x 

.75 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

TOTAL 

Display (Boxed)Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ ‘ _ x  12.00  =  _ 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  =  _ 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  =  _ 

SUBTOTAL  =  _ 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10%  =  _ 

15%  =  _ 

20%  =  _ 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  paymer.t  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 
Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


i 

i 

I 

tfl 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

26  year  old  straight  woman  seeks  1  or 
more  gay  male  roommates 
with  apartment  to  share.  Call  Susan 
after6:00.  322-5052. _ (43) 

Like  living  alone  but  can't  afford  it?  Skg 
L28+  for  2  bdr  apt.  Share  in  summer 
($250)  Yours  all  wk  in  school  yr  ($380  +  .) 
No  smkg,  drugs,  pets.  926-3474.  (41) 

2  L’s  and  8  year  old  girl  have  house  to 
share  w/2  other  L’s.  One  pet  ok. 
Beautiful,  wooded  are,  big  roomy 
house,  wood  stove,  semi-pvt  bath.  $300 
including  heat  and  electricity.  Food, 
phone  separate,  no  heavy  party'ers.  Ac¬ 
cess  to  Rt  20,  128  &  Mass  Pike.  Call 
1-443-0417  after  7:30  pm. _ (41) 

PORTER  SOI  SOMERVILLE 
Woman  32,  seeks  F  to  share  LG  2bdrm 
apt.  New  kitch,  bright  w/views  &  porch. 
Be  responsible  &  mature.  $325.  Avail 
6/1  or  so.  628-3383(497-5178. _ (42) 

DAVIS  SQUARE 

LF  wanted  to  share  friendly  supportive 
home  w/Asian  and  Jewish  LFs:  If  you 
are  25  +  ,  financially  stable,  petless, 
smokeless,  &  have  a  sense  of  humor, 
call  776-8405  until  11  pm.  Avail  now. 
Pref.  long  term  but  sublet  poss.  $220  + . 

_ (43) 

2  LF  -  looking  for  responsible  non¬ 
smoking  3rd.  23+  to  share  beaut,  sun¬ 
ny  Som.  apt.  w/washer,  fireplace,  porch, 
woodwork.  Near  Orange  line  +  busses. 
$233  +  .  Cal  I  628-0851. _ (43) 

L  seeks  same  to  share  sunny  2  Bdr  apt 
in  Watertown.  Hdwd  firs,  working  fplc, 
quiet  street,  $350  plus  util.  Call 
923-1609.  No  smoking. _ (43) 

L  31  sks  L  28+  resp,  mature  to  share 
clean,  spacious  JP  apt.  Have  kitten,  no 
more  pets.  $300  ■+■  nr  monument  &  T. 

Warm,  independent  hshld.  Nikki. 
522-0097.  Leave  message.  Avail  im¬ 
mediately. _ (45) 

IN  THE  COUNTRY 

Single  L  seeks  same  to  share  far¬ 
mhouse  with  me  &  part-time  daughter 
age  6.  No  smokers.  $275  includes  util, 
wood  heat,  yard,  garden.  Some  barter 
possible.  50  mi  west  of  Boston:  com¬ 
mute  to  southern  NH,  495,  Lowell, 
Worcester,  western  MA.  386-7737,  (43) 

2  LFs  seek  3rd  to  join  our  cozy  Somer¬ 
ville  home.  Nr  Davis  Sq.  Backyard 
w/garden.  Semicoop,  semiveg,  no  pets, 
or  cigs.  Rent  $200  +  utils.  625-7435. 

_ (43) 

AVAIALBE  JUNE  1  OR  SOONER 

LF  34  sks  resp  LF  rmmte  for  Somerville 
apt,  2  br,  2  porch,  2nd  fl,  $285  incl  heat,- 
hot  water  +  gas.  10  min  walk  to  Davis 
Sq.  I  have  a  dog,  no  more  pets.  Call 
625-1039.  Leave  message. _ (43) 

ROOMY  HOUSE  IN  SOMERVILLE 

1  man  1  woman  need  1  more  to  share 

hse.  Sauna,  wood  firs,  quiet  area  nr 
Redline  and  busses.  No  pets,  non 
smoker  only.  Immed  opening,  $350/mo. 
Call  623-7258.  5-10  pm. _ (43) 

3  LF  seek  4th  for  4  Bdrm  in  Cambridge. 

Friendly,  independent,  drug-alcohol- 
pet-  free  home.  No  smokers.  $250&  util 
&  last  month.  Call  864-5304. _ (43) 

Progressive,  semi-veg,  health¬ 
conscious  LF  w/cat  seeks  same  to 
share  spacious  JP  apt.  No  smoking, 
minimal  alcohol,  no  more  pets. 
522-2332. _ (46) 

NICE  SUBLET 

LF  seeks  F  to  share  2  BR  apt  in  Inman 
Sq  nt  T.  Summer  sublet  $212  +  .  Avail 
June  1.  Call  628-4498. _ (46) 

HOME  TO  SHARE 

2  GM  seek  housemate  for  2  bdrm  fur¬ 

nished,  clean,  neat,  coop  house.  Warm, 
friendly  atmosphere.  Sunny  private 
yard.  Seek  responsible  person  with 
outgoing  personality  .  Referenced 
preferred.  Convenient  to  T.  Parking, 
animal  lovers  only.  $250  +  .  628-8065. 
Call  after  5  or  leave  message. _ (45) 

NEED  A  ROOMMATE 
Attractive  Gay  male  seeks  male  room¬ 
mate  to  share  newly  redone  2  bdrm 
Beacon  Hill  apt.  Avail  6/1.  $380  a 
month.  723-5774. _ (46) 

W  Roxbury,  30yr  prof  nonsmoker,  cat 
lover,  2  share  2  bed  $225  +  util.  Aft 
6pm,  327-5671. _ (45) 

ROOMEZE 

ROOMMATE  REFERRAL  SERVICE 
SERVING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY 
3  MONTH  LISTING  $15 
NEW  OWNER  —  CALL  TODAY! 
783-9004 

_ (V14.3) 

2  GM  seek  1  person,  M  or  F  to  rent  2 
rooms  in  Central  Sq  apt.  You  pay:  $342 
+  last  mo  sec,  util.  Avail  July  1 
497-6323.  1441 


APT.  SOMERVILLE 

LF  seeking  resp  LF  to  share  summy  2  br 
2nd  fl  apt  in  Som.  $200  +  util.  Call 
628-6917.  Eve.  No  drugs,  so  smokes. 
Avail  immed. _ (45) 

LF,  prof.,  32  seeks  roommate  to  share 
safe,  nice  5rm  apt.  w/porch  &  small 
yard  in  2-fam  house.  Watertown  near 
Oakley  SQ.  Near  T.  Avail  June  1.  Rent 
$350  +  utilities.  Call  924-5967.  (44) 

LF  wanted  for  coop  house  in  Allston.  4 
LF,  2  cats,  Beaut.  $170  +  ,  No  smokers. 
close  to  T  and  bus.  782-0599. _ (43) 

2  GF  for  independent  4  br  Cambridge 
apt,  6/1.  Drug  alcohol  free,  no 
smookers.  $250  +  util  &  last  mo.  Call 
864-5304  or  354-7437. _ (43) 

ROOMEZE 

ROOMMATE  REFERRAL  SERVICE 
SERVING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY 
3  MONTH  LISTING  $15 
NEW  OWNER  —  CALL  TODAY! 
783-9004 

_ (v14.3) 

2  GM  seek  1  person,  M  or  F  to  rent  2 
rooms  in  Central  Sq  apt.  You  pay:  $342 
+  last  mo  sec,  util.  Avail  July  1. 
497-6323. _ (44) 

SPECIAL  ROOMMATE  SITUATION 
2  JLFs  seek  drug-alcohol-sm-free  room¬ 
mate  for  summer  (with  possible  exten¬ 
sion.  Your  own  room,  (partially  turn.) 
Conv  to  T.  W/d,  spacious,  sunny  apt  in 
Medford,  safe  area.  $250  includes  all 
except  food,  phone.  We  welcome 
humor,  music  makers  &  relative  sanity. 
We  have  1  cat.  No  more,  please.  (44) 

2  LFs  seek  a  3rd  for  gorgeous  sunny  3 
br  in  Belmont.  Prefer  28 +  ,  veggie,  no 
smoke,  sorry  no  pets.  We’re  clean, 
friendly  +  looking  for  someone  to 
make  a  committemnt  to  a  home.  June 
1st.  Call  Rosanna  and  Susan.  484-1553. 

_ (45) 

SUMMER  IN  SOMERVILLE 

LF  33  seeks  LF  to  share  5  rooms  in 
house  with  small  yard.  Nonsmoker.  I 
have  a  cat,  no  more.  Nat  woodwork, 
hardwood  firs.  $275  +  .  Call  625-5364. 
_ (45) 

LF  32,  prof,  seeks  2  others  to  share  6 
rm,  3bdrm,  2nd  fl  apt  in  Davis  Sq.  2  por¬ 
ches,  yard.  $233  each,  plus.  628-4379. 
_ (47) 

Oak  Sq.  Bri.  Prof  L30’s  seeks  rmt  for 
clean,  quiet  4  rm  apt  in  hse.  No  alcohol, 
drugs,  cigs  or  pets.  $262.50  +  util.  Avail 
7/1.  Call  782-7732. _ (47) 

Lf  seeks  progressive  feminist  22-35  for 
2  bdrm  apt  between  Inman  and  Harvard 
Squares.  Moders,  secure  bldg.  Have 
cat.  Must  be  responsible  &  indepen¬ 
dent.  Minimal  drugs,  alcohol.  Must  sign 
year  lease,  beg.  6/1 .  $350  + ,  cheap  elec- 
tric  heat.  Silvia,  492-5121  till  11  pm.  (45) 
2F  &  1M  friendly,  radical  seek  1M  any 
race  or  sexual  orientation  for 
Som/Camb  semi-veg  Coop.  No  smok- 
ing.  $180  +  ,  avail  6/1. 623-5768.  (44) 

Studious  LF  activist,  35,  seeks  L  to 
share  in-house  2Br  apt  near  Tufts  Univ. 
2  prchs,  frplc,  pets  ok.  $330  plus  util. 
Avail  June  1.  Call  391-5052. _ (45) 

APARTMENTS _ 

SOMERVILLE/MED  LINE 

Beaut  sunny  3  or  4  br  2nd  fl  apt  nr  T  & 
Tufts.  Mod  kit  &  bath,  w  &  D  hkups,  2 
prchs,  yrd.  Nice  neighborhood.  Cats  ok. 
Les  owned  house.  Avail  June  1  or  July 
1.$800  +  util,  396-5591.  Lv  mess.  (44) 

MEDFORD  4  BDRM  APT 
Nr  Tufts,  trans.  8  rms  on  2  &  3rd  fl  of  hs. 
Has  porch,  yard.  Very  quiet,  green 
neighborhood.  $900/mo  incl  gas,  elec, 
but  not  heat.  Avail  6/1.  Call  391-2083  & 
lv  message. _ (45) 

Sublet  entire  or  Vi  large  apt  while  I'm 
away.  $350  total  ($175  apiece),  4  rms  & 
kit,  Ivr,  porch.  Cat  ok.  Dates  flex.  Lf  cd 
stay  as  rmmate.  876-7483. _ (46) 

Jones  Hill,  Dorchester.  2  room  apt, 
sundeck,  view  of  bay,  Lesbian  building, 
off  street  prkng.  $450  includes  heat  & 
all  util.  Avail  now.  436-2583. _ (45) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

AVAILABLE  FOR  HOUSESITTING 

Are  you  going  on  vacation  in  June,  July, 
or  August?  Wouldn't  you  feel  safer  if 
someone  were  living  in  your  home 
while  you  were  away?  Responsible  LF 
(GCN  worker)  wants  to  housesit.  Could 
be  a  mutually  beneficial  arrangement. 
Box  76.  _ (43) 

Two  LFs  seek  2-bdrm  apt.  in  Cam- 
bridge/S'ville  area.  Between  us,  can  pay 
up  to  $600/mo,  including  everything. 
We  are  friendly,  charming  and  reliable. 
Please  call  Stephanie  or  Vanessa  at 
(617)  776-9252  (evenings)  or  Stephanie 
at  (61 7)  426-4469  (days). _ (44) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


fro  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
JpRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
|AI»M»nder  B»rkm*n,  Prison  Msmoirs  of  »n 
tnsrchlst). 

- nmr 


[Womyn  inmate  interested  in  writing 
I  to  anyone.  Please  enclose  one  (1)  pre- 
I embossed  stamped  envelope.  Willi 
(respond.  Thank  you.  Cyndi 
FREEMAN,  14698,  1479  Collins  Ave,| 
|  Marysville  OH  43040, _ 

I  Sagittarius  woman,  young,  in  need  of  1 

|  a  friend,  accept  any  letters.  Hobbies! 
I  are  art,  dancing  and  music.  If  anyone! 
would  like  toknow  me,  write  Ali  Evettel 
I  Martos,  Box  99,  Framingham  MA| 
01701. _ ’ 

(jailhouse  lawyer  looking  for  somel 

I  outside  (the  walls)  correspondence.! 
I  Please  send  embossed  envelope  with! 
I  letter  as  postage  money  is  hard  to! 
I  come  by  in  here.  Sonya  CLARK,  14791 
I  Collins  Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040. 

I  need  some  penpals  who  could  helpl 
me  regain  my  confidence.  My  name  is | 
Michelle  (aka  Mitch).  Would  like  to  I 
[hear  from  someone  who  is  caring  and! 
I  understanding.  I  enjoy  sports  and] 
(drawing.  Michelle  SAUL,  Box  A,  | 
loakdale  IA  52319. 


■Call  me  Bertha  or  Bea.  I’m  34,  Black,! 
Ivery  Femm  and  lady)like.  I  ami 
Ipresently  undergoing  post  treatment 
land  hormones.  I’m  very  openmindedl 
land  wish  to  correspond  with  a  mature  I 
•  Man.  My  hobbies  are  knitting,  cook-[ 
ling,  designing,  poetry  and  reading! 
Igay  novels.  My  ideal  man  must  be  lov-[ 
ling  and  proud  to  be  cared  for  by  a  I 
Iqueen.  I’m  very  streetwise.  A  photo  is  I 
la  plus  but  not  a  must.  John  Leel 
IDUVAL,  73C  152,  26-1,  Box  149,  Attica| 
INY  14011. _ 

lln  Texas  the  officials  are  putting  out! 

[propaganda  that  all  gays  has  AIDS| 
land  the  psychiatric  types  are  classi¬ 
fying  us  as  NUTS!  But  some  of  us  are  I 
■good  writ-writers  [Jailhouse  lawyers]! 
land  are  attempting  to  change  all  that.  | 
Ilf  you  can  be  of  any  help  to  our  cause,  I 
Iplease  write:  David  Lewis  ADAMS,  | 
1360846  Wynne,  Huntsville  TX  77349. 


Interested  in  social,  political  and 
economic  reform  worldwide  (nihilistic 
existentialist  populist!).  Would  like  to 
reach  out  to  as  many  brothers  and 
sisters  as  possible  who  have  similar 
interests  to  join  in  the  struggle  and 
find  purpose  for  our  unity.  Also  I’m  in 
desperate  need  of  some  legal  help 
and  advice.  Please  write:  Larry 
DeYOUNG,  Box  B-42165,  Florence  AZ 
85232. _ 

Sincere  male  looking  for  TS  or  TVs, 
fern  drag  queens  for  love  and  possi¬ 
ble  marriage.  Have  plenty  of  love  to 
share.  No  head  games  please.  Ed¬ 
ward  CREAGH,  56915,  U/29-H,  Par- 
chman  MS  38738. _ 

Thank  you  for  sending  your  paper  all 
this  time.  It’s  a  lonely  and  blue  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon  so  I’ll  just  answer  your 
(form)  letter  and  say  that  what  GCN  is 
doing  is  liked  by  all  the  gay  prisoners 
in  here  (and  some  of  the  straits!)  We 
have  indulged  in  some  deep  conver¬ 
sation  concerning  the  topics  in  it. 
Thank  you.  I  would  like  to  be  added  to 
your  penpal  list  too.  Donald  Wayne 
WOOD  Jr.,  EF-156243,  Reidsville  GA 
30499. 


Locked  down  and  lonely  transsexual 
looking  for  friends.  I’m  5’1”  but 
dynamite  comes  in  small  packages.  If 
you  don’t  bet  you  can’t  win.  Letters 
from  anybody  anywhere  are 
welcome!  SASE  gets  fastest  reply. 
Michael  MALLETT,  407610,  Rt  4  Box 
1200,  Rosharon  TX  77583 _ 

My  hobbies  are  TV  dinners  out,  parks, 
movies,  and  I  am  very  open  on 
anything  I  may  say.  Tommie  L 
PORTER,  046776,  Box  900  5-C-8-W, 
Jefferson  City  MO  65102 _ 

I  would  like  to  write  the  younger  set, 
but  would  write  to  anyone  that  would 
like  to  meet  me.  The  GCN  you  sent  is 
still  going  around  in  here  and 
everyone  is  enjoying  it  very  much. 
Thanks.  Robert  Paul  BOYD,  365759 
Wynne,  Huntsville  TX  77349 _ 

I  'think  it’s  really  a- splendid  thing  you 

are  doing  supplying  GCN  to  in¬ 
carcerated  individuals!  As  soon  as  I 
finish  I  give  it  to  this  unit's  library  and 
thus  cut  down  on  your  expenses.  I 
wish  I  could  be  of  more  help.  This  is  a 
hillbilly  that  cares  (and  would  like  to 
write  someone  out  there  if  possible). 
Jery  RAGLAND,  81934  Max,  Tucker 
AR  72168. 


I’d  like  to  hear  from  someone  who  has  | 
a  desire  to  establish  a  true  friendship. 

I  enjoy  writing,  outdoors,  music,  and  I 
companionship.  Thank  you.  Ronald  I 
SMITH,  393647,  Box  16,  Lovelady  Tx| 
75851. _ 

Got  your  letter  and  please  keep  send- 1 
ing  your  paper  ok?  We  send  are  love  I 
from  down  here.  There  are  somel 
macho  men  here  who  think  we  are  I 
weak  but  we  just  mine  our  busesinesl 
and  fight  back  when  we  have  to.  Say| 
I'd  like  to  put  a  ad  for  and  penpal,  in¬ 
side  or  outside  ok?  Paul  AGUILOR, 
394694,  Box  128,  Tenn  Col,  TX  75861 
I  am  a  pre-op  transsexual  and  I  would  I 
like  to  correspond  with  queens  and| 
gays  who  are  after  a  longtime  friend¬ 
ship.  I'm  45  in  age  but  not  in  body  and  | 
I  have  no  limit  as  to  age.  Your  per¬ 
sonality  is  very  important.  Allen  (Pat)  I 
BRYANT,  81 A  3657,  15-17,  Box  149,  | 
Attica  NY  14011.  _ 

I  enjoy  reading,  writing,  chocolate, 
camping,  cooking  and  seek  friend- 
I  ship  for  now  but  hopefully  in  the  I 
future  I  will  be  able  to  develop  a  one- 
|  on-one  relationship.  I’m  open. 
Michael  RATHBONE,  33569,  Box  | 
1  2800,  Lincoln  NE  68502. _ 


BOOKS!  BOOKS!!  BOOKS!!! 

I  The  Prisoner  Project  is  all  out  of 
I  gay  books  to  send  inside.  If  you 
I  have  any  that  you’re  finished  I 
I  with  and  can  send  them  in  or 
I  bring  them  by  the  office,  they! 
I  would  be  well  appreciated.! 
I  Thanks. 


vfrryl 


‘If  there  be  sorrow,  let  it  be  for  things  I 
I  undone,  undreamed,  unrealized;  to  I 
(these  add  one  —  love  withheld,  I 
(restrained.'  I  was  born  under  the  sign 
(of  Leo  and  do  indeed  show  great  | 
(loyalty.  I'm  told  I  have  a  nice  and  love- 
I ly  smile.  My  complexion  is  peanut! 
I  butter  and  my  eyes  are  brown.  You! 
(may  reach  me  at:  Tony  COVINGTON,) 

IN-41585,  BOX  711,  Menard  [L  62259. 

I  Mature  male  seeks  correspondence! 
|with  sincere  Transsexual  or| 
“passable”  TV.  Doing  short  time.  Into! 
|  writing,  fitness,  plants,  people,  music  | 
|  and  the  arts.  I’m  serious.  John  E.| 
MOSS  Jr,  60432,  Box  7450-H16,  Tren-| 
ton  N>’  08628. _ 

j  Lonely  prisoner  who  would  like  to  | 
(hear  from  anyone.  All  letters 
|  answered.  I  enjoy  music  and  writing. 
I'm  29,  grey  eyes  and  red  hair.  Robert  | 
I  STACY,  EF-1 52602,  Star  Rt,  E-2, 

|  Reidsville  GA  30499. 


GCN 
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MOVERS 


TRAVEL _ 

VANCOUVER  -  CANADA  -  EXPO  '86 
CHARTER  CRUISES 

Sail  away  aboard  your  own  crewed 
charter  sailboat.  Exclusive  reservations 
available  for  lesbian  women  and  gay 
men,  their  families  and  friends  aboard 
a  luxury  crusing  sloop.  Minimum  half 
day  cruises.  For  reservations  and 
details  call  (604)  228-8046,  263-5645, 
290-2868.  Mastercard  -  Visa  Accepted. 

_ (VI  4.5) 

TRAVEL  AGENCIES 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

PtMXM  4B2-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 

•t  Boston  Park  Plaza 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

_ (!> 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

Gay  owned  business 
Liscenced  and  Insured  MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


J!> 


JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 

Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 


(D 


ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037  or  322-7373  Pat 
_ (VI  4.6) 

THE  MARAKESH  EXPRESS 
**16  years  of  quality  service** 
Licensed  &  Insured  MDPU  21412 
Visa  and  Mastercharge  accepted 
New  and  inexpensive  used  cartons 
“Call  661-0550  Anytime** 
_ (V14.5) 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MPDU  #24184 
522-0826 


(D 


o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

•> 

•  MAXI  VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

GC 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

I 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

O 

T 

236-1848 

ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (VI 4.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (VI 4. 15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  tony,  497-8282 

_ _7 _ (VI  3.32)) 

“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his  brain, 
Eddie  will  overdose,  and  David  will 
slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to  come.  All 
becouse  you're  too  scared  to  protect 
them.  SASE  for  info.  $2  stamps,  64 
page  newsletter.  $20  sub/mbrshp. 
“Reality  Inc".  PO  Box  73,  Paramus,  NJ 
07653. _ _ (?) 

GAY,  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  potluck 
dinners,  discussions,  folk  dancing,  etc. 
For  events,  check  GCN  calendar.  Call 
(617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238. _ (VI  4,35) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418.  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York.  New  York  10018. 
_ (VI  4.23) 

CONCORD  MEN’S  GROUP 
A  support  group  in  Central  N.H.  for  Gay 
and  Bi  sexual  men  on  Fri.  at  7:30  pm. 
For  more  info,  call  Gay  Info-line  of  N.H. 
at  (603)  753-9533.  _ (V14.18) 


OIKND&R 


May  31 
to 

June  21 


Arzner  Film  Fest,  14  Saturday 

31  Saturday 

Boston  —  Greater  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Assoh 
ciation.  Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist, 
basement,  35  Bowdoin  St.  8PM.  Info: 

353- 1697. 

Cambridge  —  Red  Hearts  monthly  potluck 
for  gay  men  on  the  left.  7-9PM.  Info: 
547-5166. 

Boston  —  “Hand  Mirrors  for  Medusa,”  a 
performance  about  sexual  mythologies,  by 
Kathy  Marmor.  Mobius,  354  Congress  St. 
8PM.  $4  donation.  Info:  576-2368. 

june  1  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Woman  to  Woman,  New 
England  Women  in  Support  of  Central 
American  Women,  an  educational  celebra¬ 
tion.  Clayground,  91  Hampshire  St. 
2-7PM. 

Dorchester  —  GALA  outdoor  barbeque  pot- 

luck.  7:30PM  (Newsletter  mailing, 
6:30PM.)  Raindate:  June  8.  Info:  Diane, 
288-9155  or  Ed,  288-4367. 

Boston  —  Firing  Line  presents  “AIDS:  The 
Rights  of  the  Patient,  The  Rights  of  the  Pub¬ 
lic.”  Channel  44,  WGBX-TV.  4PM. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Softball  just-for- 
fun.  Magazine  Field,  across  from  Memorial 
Drive  Stop  &  Shop.  4-6PM.  Every  Sunday. 
Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  “From  All  Walks  of  Life,”  a  10K 

pledge  walk  to  benefit  AIDS  care  &  re¬ 
search.  Registration  at  Boston  Common, 
9:30AM.  Sponsored  by  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee.  Info:  266-6906  or  437-6200. 

Brookline  —  “Women  in  Housing:  A  Femi¬ 
nist  Housing  Analysis?”  a  talk  with  Joan 
Sprague,  Joanie  Seagerand  Ellen  Feingold. 
Workmen’s  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St.  7PM. 
Info:  426-9026. 

Cambridge  —  Local  Progressive  Folk 

Music:  Marcia  Deihl,  Marienne  Kreitlow, 
Deborah  Silverstein  and  Willie  Sordill. 
Charlie’s  Tap,  280  Green  St.,  Central  Sq. 
8PM.  $5.  Benefit  for  Harvard  Union  of  Cler¬ 
ical  and  Technical  Workers.  Info: 
661-UCTW. 

Northfield  —  “Can-U-Canoe,”  a  canoe 
workshop  on  the  Connecticut  River,  spon¬ 
sored  by  Outdoor  Trips  for  Women.  9AM- 
5PM.  Info:  Sue  Tippett,  (413)  256-0898. 

2  monday 

Cambridge  —  Aspects  of  Aging.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8:30PM.  Info: 

354- 8807. 

Boston  —  GCN  membership  meeting  and 
pot-luck  supper.  All  volunteers  welcome. 
167  Tremont  St.  6-8PM.  Info:  426-4469. 

3  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Former  Nun  Lesbian  Support 
Group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
Central  Sq.  7PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  Mass  Gay/Lesbian  Political 
Caucus  Candidates  night  for  8th  Congres¬ 
sional  District.  UMass  Boston-Park  Sq. 
Rm.  222.  7PM.  Info:  262-1565. 


Cambridge  —  “Astrology  for  Women,” 
presentation  &  discussion  with  Ann  Mur¬ 
phy.  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1. 
Info:  661-3633. 

4  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Al-Anon  meeting. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
6:30-8:00PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  Mass  Gay/Lesbian  Political 
Caucus.  163  Hemenway  St.,  nr.  Museum 
of  Fine  Arts.  7PM.  Info:  262-1565. 

Cambridge  —  Two  Women  with  Xs  in  Their 
Names  by  Christopher  Moore  and  Eric 
Ronis.  Loeb  Drama  Center,  64  Brattle  St. 
7:30  &  10PM.  Info:  547-8300. 

5  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN' s  production  night:  all 

welcome  to  proofread  &  paste-up  pages. 
5-7PM  for  proofreading,  8PM-midnight  for 
paste-up.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 


Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10  PM. 
Info:  354-8807 

Boston  —  Medina,  Work  and  Play,  and  The 
Sleepers,  films  by  Mark  Lapore.  Boston 
Film/Video  Foundation,  1126  Boylston  St. 
8PM.  $5.  Info:  536-1540. 

6  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’ s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Girth  &  Mirth  of  New  England,  a 
social  club  for  chubby  men  and  their  admir¬ 
ers.  Hill  House,  74  Joy  St.  Beacon  Hill. 
8-10PM.  Info:  566-6530. 

Somerville  —  Las  Vegas  Night  to  benefit 
Respond,  a  battered  women’s  service  cen¬ 
ter.  Holiday  Inn,  20  Washington  St.  7PM- 
midnight.  Info:  623-5900 

7  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  The  Spook  Who  Sat  By  the 
Door,  shown  by  Angry  Arts.  MIT  Main 
Bldg.,  Bldg.  10,  Rm.  250.  7:30PM.  $2.75. 
Info:  625-9279. 

Boston  —  Sixth  Annual  BAGLY  Prom  for 

youth  22  &  under.  Hill  House,  74  Joy  St., 
Beacon  Hill.  8PM.  $4  in  advance,  $5  at 
door.  Info:  497-8282. 

Cambridge  —  So  Precious  a  Place,  lesbian 
video  for  womyn  by  Cecilia  Denning.  7  Tem¬ 
ple  St.,  Central  Sq.  8PM  &  9:30PM.  $4-6 
sliding  scale.  Info:  391-3411. 

Boston  —  Something  About  the  Women 
presents  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Planning  Com¬ 
mittee  member,  Cecelia  Denning, 

videographer  and  director  ofSo  Precious  a 
Place.  WMFO  radio  91.5  FM.  10AM-2PM. 

Boston  —  Cecilia  Denning,  videographer 

and  director  of  So  Precious  a  Place.  WERS 
radio  88.9  FM.  6-1 0AM. 


8  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
Potluck.  Jamaica  Pond  at  O.D.T.  driveway. 
3PM.  Bring  food  to  share.  Info:  522-3894 
or  522-6090. 

Cambridge  —  Black  Men’s  Association 

Second  Sunday  forum  cultural  event.  558 
Mass  Ave.  Info:  442-8238. 

Boston  —  Metropolitan  Community  Church, 

a  Christian  church  of  the  gay  &  lesbian 
community,  worship  service.  131  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.  Info:  523-7664. 

Millis  —  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Committee 
slide  show  and  wine  reception  to  benefit 
Boston's  Pride.  413  Orchard  St.  7PM.  $10. 
Info:  376-4323. 

10  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian/Gay  Caucus  to  Elect 
Mel  King.  8  Essex  St.,  Central  Sq.  7:30PM. 
Info:  Leslie,  864-5464. 

Cambridge  —  Janet  Hood  &  Susan  Farley  to 

perform.  Ryles,  Inman  Sq.  8:30-1 1:30PM. 
$4.  Info:  876-9330. 

12  thursday 

Boston  —  Rebecca  Ranson’s  Warren,  a  true 
story  about  AIDS.  New  Ehrlich  Theatre,  539 
Tremont  St.  8PM.  Premiere  performance  & 
champagne  reception.  Through  June  15. 
To  benefit  AIDS  Action  Committee. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  Choosing  Children 

Network.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.,  Central  Sq.  7:30PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

13  friday 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva  Liberation  Seder  to 

commemorate  Gay  Pride.  74  Joy  St.,  Hill 
House,  Beacon  Hill.  8PM.  Bring  wine/ 
cheese  for  Oneg  Shabbat.  Info:  782-8894. 

Boston  —  Mother  Country,  an  original  play 
by  Susan  Eisenberg.  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Boston  ,110  Commonwealth  Ave .  $8 ,  $5  for 
seniors.  Fri.  &  Sat.  through  June  28.  Info: 
522-7160. 

Boston  —  Gay  Men’s  Chorus:  “We  Too 

Have  a  Song  to  Sing!”  Jordan  Hall,  New 
England  Conservatory.  8PM.  $6-10.  Sign 
language-interpreted.  Info:  536-2412. 

14  Saturday 

Boston  —  16th  Annual  Lesbian/Gay  Pride 

march  and  rally.  Meet  at  Copley  Sq., 
11AM.  Rally  on  the  Common,  2PM.  Rain- 
date:  June  15.  Info:  391-3411. 

Boston  —  Dance  to  Life,  a  benefit  for  the 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  and  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee.  Boston  Center  for 
the  Arts,  Cyclorama  Hall,  539  Tremont  St. 
9PM-2AM.  $12  in  advance,  $15  at  door. 

Boston  —  Amethyst  Women  Gay  Pride 
Dance.  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  9PM- 
1AM.  $5  more/less.  Drug-  and  alcohol-free 
event  for  women.  Free  childcare  by  reser¬ 
vation.  Info:  523-3772. 

Cambridge  —  Opening  night  of  the  Arzner 
International  Film  Festival  Tribute  to  Third 
World  Women  and  American  Women  of 
Color.  Week-long  program.  Carpenter  Cen¬ 
ter,  Harvard  Univ.  7PM.  Info:  876-3821. 

16  monday 

Cambridge  —  Self-help  group  for  women 
drug  addicts.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  7:30-9PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

20  friday 

Cambridge  —  Gaylaxians,  a  social  group  for 
gay  people  &  their  friends  interested  in 
Science  Fiction  &  Fantasy  literature. 
7:30PM.  Info:  Gaylaxians,  c/o  Dumas, 
P.0.  Box  1373,  Kendall  Sq.  Branch,  Cam¬ 
bridge  02142. 

21  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Black  Men’s  Association  old 

fashion  house  party.  Info:  442-8238. 

Newport,  Rl  —  Newport  Coastline  Bike  Tour 

with  the  Chiltern  Mtn.  Club.  10AM.  Info: 
636-2984. 


note  this! 


Shirley  Verrett,  June  4 


Black  Divas  in  Boston 

There  has  been  talk  lately,  in  both  the 
popular  and  the  trade  press,  about  the 
emergence  of  the  Black  diva  onto  the 
contemporary  opera  scene.  And  to  be 
sure  there  are  more  Black  divas  around 
than  ever  before:  Jessye  Norman, 
Kathleen  Battle,  Isolda  Jones,  Leona 
Mitchell,  Cynthia  Haymon  are  all 
relatively  new  on  the  scene,  while  such 
greats  as  Grace  Bumbry,  Shirley  Verrett 
and  Leontyne  Price  are  still  performing. 
But  before  the  self-congratulation  goes 
too  far,  let’s  remember  that  it  took  the 
Metropolitan  Opera  70  years  before  a 
Black  woman  — Marian  Anderson,  in 
Verdi’s  Un  Ballo  in  Maschera — ap¬ 
peared  on  their  stage,  and  that  was  on¬ 
ly  30  years  ago.  And  Black  male  singers 
have  not  fared  anywhere  near  as  well. 
The  Met  has  one  principal  Black  male 
singer,  and  the  industry  is  rife  with 
complaints  from  Black  men  of 
discrimination  and  racial  prejudice. 

Reflecting  this  blossoming  of  Black 
women  talent,  Boston  was  recently 
treated  to  performances  by  such 
wonderful  artists  as  Grace  Bumbry,  in 
Tosca,  Leona  Mitchell,  in  Aida,  Isolde 
Jones  in  Carmen,  presented  by  the  Met 
on  Tour  last- month.  And  Boston  Con¬ 
cert  Opera  brought  back  Cynthia 
Haymon,  after  her  success  in  Turandot 
% last  year,  for  a  special  recital  during 
'this  same  time. 

And  now  we  will  have  a  chance  to 
hear  one  of  the  world’s  great 
voices— Shirley  Verrett— perform  Puc¬ 
cini’s  Tosca.  It  will  be  presented  by  the 
Opera  Company  of  Boston,  at  the 
Opera  House,  on  June  4  and  11  at  8:00 
and  on  June  8  at  3:00.  Call  426-2786  for 
reservations  and  more  information. 

The  growing  number  of  Black  women 
singers  gives  both  the  industry  and  the 
audience  a  good  chance  to  examine 
more  closely  the  role  that  race  does 
play  in  the  opera  world.  While  Black 
divas  are  no  longer  the  novelty  that  they 
once  were,  say,  10  years  ago,  the  role 
that  race  plays  in  the  opera  world,  for 
both  women  and  men,  has  yet  to  be 
reckoned. 

—  Michael  Bronski 

Pride  Preview 

Boston’s  16th  annual  lesbian  and  gay 
pride  event  is  just  around  the  corner  on 
Saturday,  June  14.  We’ll  be  following 
our  traditional  schedule,  gathering  at 
Copley  Square  at  11  a.m.,  then  mar¬ 
ching  down  Boylston,  around  Beacon 
Hill  and  back  to  the  Common  for 
festivities  starting  at  2  p.m.  Throughout 
the  afternoon  our  spirits  will  be  tickled 
with  music  by  the  Freedom  Trail  Mar¬ 
ching  Band,  Batucada  Belles,  the 
Spinsters,  Tom  Wilson  Weinberg, 
George  Fulginiti-Shakar,  and  the 
Girlillas,  comedy  by  Kate  Clinton, 
drama  by  the  cast  of  Warren  and 
emcee-ing  by  Jan  Oxenburg,  Vito 
Russo  and  the  Alliance.  Add  some  fiery 
speeches  and  we  should  have  a  real 
bang-up  demonstration  of  our 
feistiness,  creativity  and  love.  For  more 
details,  call  391-3411. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 
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It’s  Spring 


And  GCN's  fancy 
Turns  to  thoughts  of .. .  ■ 

Love,  sunshine,  pride 

And  sumptuous,  sunning  bodies. 


We  wish  the  world  of  expenses  and  things-to-be-repaired,  would  go  on  vacation  .  .  but,  they 
won't.  It's  over  2  Vi  years  since  GCN  raised  Its  subscription  rates,  while  our  printer,  our  paper 
supplier  and  the  post  office  have  alt  continued  to  raise  theirs. 

The  bad  news  (yes.  you  looked  and  already  know)  is  that  we  must  increase  our  subscription 
rates  to  deal  with  all  this  financial  nonsense. 


Name - — 

Address - — 

City  _ State  _ Zip_ 

Name  - - - - — 

Address _ : _ : - - — 

City  _ State  - Zip  — 

$29.00 

1  year_$33"Tf0  $ _ 

$17.00 

25  weeks  $ _ 

$10.00 

Low  Income  J$42r0CT  $ _ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ _ „ 

Mail  your  check  or  money  order  to: 
Gay  Community  News 
Suite  F 

167  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 


The  good  news  Is  that  this  price  hike  makes  It  possible  for  GCN  to  stay  around  providing  you 
with  the  up-to-the-minute  news,  provocative  features  and  wild  letters  to  the  editor  you've  come 
to  expect  from  the  premiere  national  newsweekly  for  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 


But.  waitl  There's  one  more  piece  of  good  news: 

If  you  renew  your  1-year  subscription  now,  before  July  1,  we'll  send  you  another  year  of  GCN  at 
the  old  subscription  rate,  and  extend  your  sub  for  an  extra  FOUR  weeksl  Vup.  13  months  for 

the  current  price  of  12. 

Still  not  convinced?  How  about  this?  When  you  renew,  if  you  also  give  a  gift  or  get  a  friend  to 
subscribe,  we'll  give  you  another  SIX  WEEKS  of  GCN  -  a  total  of  TEN  FREE  WEEKS,  all  for  $29  per 

sub. 

Do  act  now,  to  get  the  very  best  for  your  money.  DON’T  put  It  off. 

Even  the  beauty  of  spring  can  get  expensive. 


